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JLA-1 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
BELT DRIVE TURNTABLE 

4 pole S-motor; TH tone arm; max. wow/flutter 
0.06% WRMS S/N 3db; auto, return/shut off. 


SK-15A SPEAKER SYSTEM 

4-way Bass Reflex System, 6 spks. with 38 cm 
woofer and horn tweeter, Max 90w.RMS, 22- 
22,000Hz, Removable wooden grille. 


• 3" Persona! B&WTV • Radio 
frequency ranges: FM/ MW/SW 

• Speaker: 5" • Power output: 
1,5 Watts max. •Main fea- 

/ tOres: Bass/Treble tone controls, 
AC, batteries. Car battery 
or optional BP-001 rechargeable 
Ni-Cd battery pack operations. 
Metallic gray cabinet 


JR-S600 STEREO RECEIVER: 

Min. 110WRMS per channel; max. THD 0.1%; 
dual power supply; self restoring safety circuit; 
built in SEA;byilt in ANRS for FM; sensitivity 
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• Speaker: 3*1/2" •Power out¬ 
put: 1 Watt •Main features: 
Auto-stop mechanism. Eco¬ 
nomical "UM-1" ("D") cells 
operation 
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EDITORIAL 



ON SATURDAY JULY 30TH A STATUTORY DECLARATION was sworn by Nwfoik 
Island’s Collector of Customs* clearing the Administrator of any improper con¬ 
duct in the non-payment of Customs duty on a new motor car. r< 

The declaration appears to have been prepared in the presence of the Admini- ^ 
strator, the Official Secretary and Deputy Administrator, and the Legal Adviser. 
They are the three Commonwealth of Australia employees In the principal posi¬ 
tions in Norfolk Island's Administration. 

It now appears that the declaration may be incompatible with facts that have 
since come to light* which are reported in this issue of The News. 

ON AUGUST 3RD A STATEMENT was made by the Administrator at the Norfolk 
Island Council meeting, in earnest and solemn defence of his integrity. 

It now appears that his statement may be Incompatible with facts that have 
since come to light. His statement may have been intended to mislead the Coun¬ 
cil and the people of the Island. 

NORFOLK ISLAND’S DECENCY as a place to live and raise children depends on 
the certainty that such men can be relied on absolutely to be honest in their po¬ 
sitions of trust. 

There is now a measure of uncertainty about each of the four. That uncertainty 
must be removed. A calm, firm and absolutely impartial inquiry into the facts 
is the only way their reputations can be cleared promptly. 

THERE ARE ALSO REASONS FOR UNCERTAINTY about the conduct of Norfolk 
Island affairs by the Department of Administrative Services. For a month the De¬ 
partment has known enough about the situation to see that something worryingly 
irregular might exist here. So far as we are able t»tell, watching carefully, the 
Department has indicated not the slightest interest or concern. 

IF THE COMMONWEALTH FAILS to initiate a correct inquiry, its absence of act¬ 
ion will create a serious threat to this community. The purpose of an inquiry is to 
remove doubt and worry about possible dishonesty. If there is not an obviously tho¬ 
rough and unquestionably impartial inquiry, it will say louder than words that the 
Department is not concerned about possible dishonesty here, or about the reputations 
of its own representatives here. That would have the gravest consequences for the 
prevention of corruption on Norfolk Island in the future. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard, P.O. Box 94. Norfolk Island 2899. All contents are copyright. 
Airmail subscriptions; Australia $10, N. Z. $A16, Pacific Islands $A18, USA-UK $A24; shortened if postage rises. 






Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrability. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
suspension too. 


THE 1/2 TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that’s great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? 

THE BIG TON 

Here’s power, reliability 
and performance. 

Here's 94 BHP from 
Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
overhead cam engine 
in your choice of cab 
and chassis, ute, tray or 
container van. All-synchro 
4-speed gearbox, massive box ^ 
section frame. Cab and chassis? 

* 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
on ail three vehicles. 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


ProprlMor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 
















The Mercedes Affair: 

Here are some of the facts, so far. The story Is unfolding. . 


THE ADMINISTRATOR of Norfolk 
Island, Mr. D.V. O’Leary, was ap¬ 
pointed in July, 1966, visited the 
Island briefly in August, and took 
up his office on September 4th. 

Not long after his appointment. 

The News asked Mr. O'Leary why 
he had been interested in an assign¬ 
ment on an island. *Tve been to 
so many. " he said, “and it seem¬ 
ed to me that it would be an inter¬ 
esting experience and it's still part 
of the Commonwealth." 

He had served the Commonwealth 
Government much of his life, in 
the Navy and then for more than 20 
years in A. S. I.O,, the Government 
intelligence agency, where he had 
risen to the number three position, 
in charge of operations in England, 
Europe and the Middle East, he had 
subsequently worked with the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services, 
whose Secretary and permanent 
head, Mr. Peter Lawler, was an 
old schoolmate of Mr. O'Leary's. 

His past connection with the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
was anomalous with advice from 
the Norfolk Island Council, who had 
specifically requested the Minister, 

Sen. R„ G. Withers, that former De¬ 
partment officers be excluded from 
the selection process for a new Ad¬ 
ministrator. The connection was 
not mentioned in the brief official 
biographical notes included in the 
announcement of his appointment 
made by Sen. Withers on 22nd July, 
1976. 

402 "consideration” 

Some ume during live months of 
his Administratorship, Mr. O'Leary 
decided that he might purchase a 
motor car. 

While the terms of his office on 
Norfolk provide a free car for the 
Administrator - and with the advent 
of Mr. and Mrs. O'Leary, one for the 
Administrator's wife as well - there 
are advantages for short-term Island 
residents in buying a car here. There 
are no sales taxes on cars bought 
here, and the Norfolk Island rate 
of duty is only 157c. If the owner 
of a car uses it for 15 months on • • 
Norfolk, he is then permitted by 
Australia to take the car back into 
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Australia with him without being 
charged Australian Customs duty or 
sales tax, providing he does not re¬ 
sell the car within a specified time. 
The savings in this procedure are 
great enough, on past experience, 
to cover the extra freight costs of 
getting the car to and from Norfolk, 
and allow the owner to drive the 
car for about three years and still 
be able to sell it for more than the 
car's total cost to him. 

Mr. O'Leary originally thought of 
purchasing a Ford Fairmont. 

In January, 1977, he inquired of 
the Norfolk agents for the only ocean 
shipping line serving die Island how 
much it cost to ship such a car from 
Sydney. They informed him that 
the cost was $505. 

Mr. O'Leary requested the agents 
for some consideration - a reduced 
freight rate. 

The agents have no power to de¬ 
part from scheduled freight rates. 

Nor do they have the authority to 
quote a firm price for any future 
cargo, which is carried at what¬ 
ever rate may be prevailing at the 
time of the voyage. (A description 
of these and other aspects of ocean 
freight procedures is included in an 
article later in this issue.) 

The managers of the Norfolk 
shipping agency later told The News 
that to their knowledge no one had 
ever been given any reduction in 
the cost of carrying a car from Syd¬ 
ney to Norfolk* Nevertheless they 
had Mr. O'Leary's request, and 
they passed it along to the shipping 
line's Sydney agents, who are the 
next link upward in the shipping 
line's chain of comm unications. 

In May the Norfolk agents were 
informed by the Sydney agents that 
the shipping line was prepared to 
.give the Administrator a discount 
of about 407:, carrying the Ford for 
$305 rather than $505. The Nor¬ 
folk agents conveyed this informa¬ 
tion to Mr. O'Leary. 

It is not known why the shipping 
line, faced with a request from the 
Administratoi; for a consideration, 
determined that it should accede to 
the request by makihg a 407: dis¬ 
count available. 

An Administrator of Norfolk Isl- 
' and has Very extensive personal 
powers over many matters that are 
of importance to a shipping line 
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serving the Island, including com¬ 
plete authority over lighterage op¬ 
erations. Under the Lighterage Ord¬ 
inance 1961-1964, the unloading 
of ships is an undertaking vested in 
the Administrator as an individual. 

Buying a Mercedes 

Mr. O'Leary had meanwhile had 
second thoughts about a>Fotd Fair¬ 
mont and had decided totputchftse 
a Mercedes instead. He ordered/ 
one Mercedes from Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd. in Melbourne, and ano¬ 
ther one from Stanton Motors Ltd. 
in Tauronga, N.Z. 

After having been informed by the 
Norfolk shipping agents that a 407: 
discount would be made available 
on a Ford Fairmont, Mr. O’Leary 
asked them if the same arrange¬ 
ment would prevail if he imported 
a Mercedes instead. The agents 
again wrote to the Sydney agents, 
who advised them in June that the * 
shipping line had agreed to carry 
a Mercedes for Mr. O’Leary for 
$305, 

In May Mr. Feo Stanton of Stanton 
Motors Ltd. came to Norfolk with 
his family for a holiday, and call- 
to see Mr, O'Leary. Mr. O'Leary 
had been assured by Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd. that they could provide 
the car he wanted. Mr. O’Leary 
told Mr. Stanton that he no longer 
required the Mercedes he had ord¬ 
ered from the New Zealand com¬ 
pany. 

No Custoas duty 

Mr. O'Leary had a discussion 
with Norfolk Island’s Collector of 
Customs, Mr. J. A.Jenkins, con¬ 
cerning the Customs duty position 
on the Mercedes. Leading mem¬ 
bers of Norfolk Island's motor trade 
have informed The News that they 
do not know of any case in recent 
years in which a new car has been 
able to be imported into the Island 
without the payment of Customs 
duty by the individual importing 
the car. The Collector of Customs 
told Mr. O'Leary that no duty 
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would be payable on his Mercedes. 
Mr. Jenkins later stated the reasons 
he had for making this decision. 

Figure on Manifest 

On June 7th f 1977. the M.V. 
lie de Lumiere arrived at Norfolk 
on Voyage 13 from Sydney. It car- 
. ried a number of motor cars inclu¬ 
ding a dark gray Mercedes-Benz 
280, valued at $12, 899, for Mr. 
O’Leary. The ship’s manifest inclu¬ 
ded the following information con¬ 
cerning the car: 

Shipper: Wathen Curnow & Cooks 
Pty. Ltd. as agents for Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd.' 

Consignee: Mr. O’Leary. Admin¬ 
istrator, Norfolk Island. 

Marks; COMM NO/06901-12748. 
Item: 1 unpacked Mercedes Benz 
280. 

Gross wt: 0. 000. 

Measurement: 6. 592 cubic metres. 
Freight rate: 305.70/u. 

To collect: 305. 70. 

Shortly after a copy of the mani¬ 
fest had been issued, there were 
complaints from the lighterage 
crews, who are responsible for the 
heavy work of unloading ships' car¬ 
go and bringing it ashore in the Ad¬ 
ministration-owned lighters. 

The members of the crews are 
paid according to the volume of 
cargo they bring onto the wharf. 

They quickly noticed the measure¬ 
ment figure of 6. 592 cubic metres 
for Mr. O'Leary’s Mercedes, which 
was 40less than the car’s actual 
volume, and complained that they 
would not be receiving their fair 
pay if the car was charged lighter¬ 
age fees on that figure. 

The Norfolk shipping agents were 
informed of the error, and moved at 
once to correct it so that the light¬ 
erage crews would be properly paid. 
They issued a form entitled "Cor¬ 
rection to Manifest" which contained 
the following information: 

Reference: M/C 38 
Bill Lading: AD6. 

Marks: COMM N0/03901 -12748. 
Measurement: should read 11.25oM J 
Increase: 4. oo4M . 

Freight rate: should read $505. 50 
prepaid. 

Increase: $199.80. 

Remarks: incorrect measurement 
stated. 

Issued: 10, 6.77. 

Mr, O'Leary was subsequently bill¬ 
ed $305.70, which he paid. 

On the same voyage of the lie de 
Lumiere, listed on the same mani¬ 
fest, was a Ford car owned by Mr. 


K« Clarke, the Island’s recently- 
arrived Electricity Officer. The 
shipper of Mr. Clarke’s Ford was 
the Commonwealth Government - 
the Department of Administrative 
Services - which bore the cost of 
fieight as part of the terms of Mr. 
Clarke’s transfer here. The manifest 
indicates that the charge for this 
car, $505. 50, was prepaid by the 
Commonwealth. 

The Collector of Customs assessed 
the Mercedes as being subject to no 
Customs duty. 

When the car had been lightered 
ashore it was taken to a local garage 
for servicing, and delivered to Gov¬ 
ernment house, where it was parked. 

Testlnony 

The assessment that no duty would 
be charged, and the 4Q°Ic discount 
on freight payable, quickly became 
common knowledge on the Island. 

So did the facts about the manifest 
entry and correction, which seemed 
to indicate that if the Island's light¬ 
erage workers had not noticed the 
incorrect measurement figure, the 
concession on freight charges might 
never have come to light. These 
facts angered residents who assume 
that everyone pays the scheduled 
freight rates and that all new cars 
should be charged Customs duties. 

On Friday, July 29th, 7| weeks 
after the Mercedes had arrived, the 
editor of The News gave testimony 
in Sydney before the Australian Sen¬ 
ate Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Defence, which was rea¬ 
ching the conclusion of a series of 
public hearings on the subject "The 
need for an increased Australian 
commitment in the South Pacific". 

The essence of the editor's evi¬ 
dence to the Committee was that 
the quality and decency of Austra¬ 
lia's administration of Norfolk Isl¬ 


and are essential to Australia’s rep¬ 
utation in the South Pacific - but 
that the Island's present standards 
of administration by the Minister, 
Sen, R. G„ Withers, and his Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services 
are in need of improvement. 

Extracts from the editor's spoken 
and public testimony appear later 
in this issue of The News. 

In the course of providing the 
Committee with examples of ap¬ 
parent attitudes toward Norfolk on 
the part of those administering the 
Island, the editor made reference 
to circumstances surrounding Mr. 
O'Leary's importation of his Mer¬ 
cedes. 

On Saturday morning, July 30th, 
a report of the editor's testimony 
appeared at the top of the front 
page of the Canberra Times. The 
article gave its primary attention 
to the editor's main theme, but it 
also published allegations concern¬ 
ing the Mercedes affair. 

Complete transcripts of the edi¬ 
tor’s public testimony were made 
available within a few days to the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices, and through the Department 
to Sen. Withers. 


Saturday July 30th 


With serious charges about its 
and Sen. Withers' administration 
of Norfolk Island given such prom¬ 
inence in Australia's capital, the 
Department at once located Sen. 
Withers, who was touring South- 
East Asia, arid informed him about 
the report. Mr. O'Leary was also 
informed at once. 

Although it was a Saturday morn¬ 
ing, with Administration offices 
closedffor the weekend* Mr. O'¬ 
Leary promptly summoned the Col- 


STOP PRESS 

SEPT.. 210 — DRAMATIC NEW EVIDENCE HAS JUST BEEN 
RECEIVED AS THE PINAL PAGES OP THIS ISSUE WERE 
BEING FEINTED. THE EVIDENCE IS CONTAINED IN A 
LETTER PROM THE COLLECTOR OP CUSTOMS SENT TO 
MANY RESIDENTS VHO HAVE IMPORTED CARS IN RECENT 
YEARS. THE LETTER SETS OUT RULES THAT HAVE SUP- 
POOttLT BEEN FOLLOWED SINCE 1DB9 BY THE CUSTOMS 
OFFICE, IN ERROR. UNDER THE BULBS STATED, MR. 

O*LEAHY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN EXEMPTED FROM DUTY 
ON JUNE 7TH BECAUSE HE DID NOT MEET ALL THE NSC- 
ESSARY REQUIREMENTS. SEE PAGE 31 FOR DETAILS. 
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lector of Customs. He also sum¬ 
moned the two other officers who, 
with him, constitute the three Com¬ 
monwealth -employed men at the 
top of the Norfolk Island Admini - 
stration - Mr. E. G. Williams, the 
Official Secretary, and Mr. Bern¬ 
ard Cleary, the Legal Adviser. 

They examined the laws of Nor¬ 
folk Island. A statement of certain 
facts surrounding the Customs duty 
ruling on Mr. O'Leary's Mercedes 
was prepared. 

Following that, the Collector of 
Customs assessed Mr. O'Leary Cust¬ 
oms duty in the amount of $1, 934. 85, 
which Mr. O'Leary paid. 

The statutory declaration, which 
has been seen by several citizens of 
the Island, is understood to contain 
a number of statements, including 
the following: 

#That die Collector of Customs 
had ascertained, before the arrival 
of the Mercedes, that the car was 
for Mr. O'Leary's personal use, 
would not be sold on Norfolk, and 
would go back to Australia with Mr. 
O'Leary when he ends h|s tour of 
duty. 

#That in view of those facts, no 
Custdms duty was payable, in the 
Collector's view. 


#That the Collector of Customs 
had been unaware that there had 
been certain amendments to the 
Island's Customs Regulations in 
1969, and had not seen the amend¬ 
ments until that Saturday, July 30, 
1977. 

#That his office had been working 
to the old Regulations. 

#That having seen the 1969 am- 
mendments, the Collector decided 
that his previous decision had been 
an error on his part, and that the 
duty that should have been paid 
would promptly be assessed. 

•That the error was entirely an 
innocent one on the Collector's 
part, which he regretted. 

The statement was sworn by J. A. 
Jenkins, who has been Collector 
of Customs of Norfolk Island since 
1975. 

Once the statement had been 
sworn, and the duty had been paid, 
the Department of Administrative 
Services was informed what had 
transpired. 

Former Administrator 


The amendments to the Customs 


Regulations referred to in the Col¬ 
lector's statutory declaration were 
notified in the Norfolk Island Gov-* 
ernment Gazette on July 3rd, 1969. 
Copies of the amendments were 
printed by the Government Printer 
and distributed. As a matter of 
normal routine, printed copies of 
any new Norfolk Island laws are 
sent to the Administrator of Nor¬ 
folk. They are then passed along 
to a set list of recipients and to 
any branch of the Island Admini¬ 
stration that may be directly af¬ 
fected by them. A copy of the 
single sheet containing the 1969 
Customs Regulations amendments 
was supplied to the editor of The 
News some years ago, as a matter 
of routine, by the then-adminis¬ 
tering Department in Canberra. 

Air Cdre. R,N,Dalkin, who was 
Administrator of Norfolk Island 
from 1968 to 1972, imported a 
new Mercedes car during his tour 
of duty here. It was for his personal 
use, was not re-sold on Norfolk, and 
was taken back to Australia by him 
when he left the Island. Air Cdre. 
Dalkin was assessed Customs duty on 
his Mercedes, which he paid. 

As the Collector of Customs has 
sworn that Mr. O'Leary was exempted 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans.. . com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes in you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
^cross the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYtE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open every night, dinner $4 except for the famous 
Island Baited Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun¬ 
days ($5). Also serving luncheon. $2, from 
12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 



. 
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from Customs duty because of three - 
conditions that had existed in Mr. 

Dal kin's case some six years previ¬ 
ously, it is not clear why duty was 
assessed and collected in Mr. Dal- 
kin's case. 


Bank manager 


Mr. John Boucher, manager of the 
Norfolk Island branch of the Bank of 
New South Wales, arrived on the 
Island for a three-year tour of duty 
in July, 1975. Last year he ordered 
a new Mercedes car which arrived 
on Norfolk in January, 1977. It was 
for his personal use, he does not 
intend to sell it on the Island, and 
plans to take it back to Australia 
with him when he returns in June 
or July, 1978. 

Late last month The News inter¬ 
viewed Mr. Boucher and asked him 
certain questions concerning the 
payment of Customs duty on his 
new car. 

Had he paid duty on it? "Yes. To 
register it, I had to get duty clear¬ 
ance. " 

Had there been any possibility that 
duty might not be assessed on die 
car? "No, I knew I was paying duty." 

What had he done when the car 
first arrived on Norfolk? "I checked 
with Customs, and also regarding 
registration. They phoned through 
to Customs to confirm that I had 
paid the duty. I rang up beforehand 
regarding registration - did I need 
a roadworthy certificate? - and they 
said 'Yes, and also Customs clear¬ 
ance. ' I said, 'I've got to pay the 
duty first?' and they said ' Yes. 

Had he gone to the Customs of¬ 
fice? "Yes, I went to the Customs 
office, taking my invoice with me. 

It was in Deutchmarks - I paid fox 
the car in Germany. 

"They filled in the form - details, 
value, and so forth - amount of duty, 
and I paid." 

Had he inquired if he could get 
out of paying duty? "No. It was a 
new car, and I knew I was up for 
duty." 

How had he known that? "I'm 
aware there's 157c duty on new cars 
coming to the Island. " 

Whom had he dealt with at the 
Customs office that day - was it 
Holder Christian, or Doggie --? 

"It was - what's his name? - Joe. 

Joe Jenkins." 

As the Collector of Customs has 
sworn that he was unaware of the 
1969 amendments to the Customs 
Regulations until July 30th, 1977, 
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and that no Customs duty was assess¬ 
ed in Mr. O'Leary's case because 
his car was for personal use, would 
not be re-sold on Norfolk and would 
go back to the mainland with Mr. 
O'Leary, it is not clear on what 
grounds the Collector assessed duty 
on Mr. Boucher, who met those re¬ 
quirements, five months previously.* 


First comments 

Because of press reports and because 
of public concern about the situation 
on Norfolk as well as in Australia, 
there was a need in the Department 
and on Mr. O'Leary's part for some 
public statement that could be made 
in answer to questions that began 
being asked on Monday, August 1st. 

On that day there were discussions 
of the problem within the Depart¬ 
ment. Air Cdre. Dalkin went to the 
Department, taking along the receipt 
for the duty he had paid on his Mer¬ 
cedes. • V . •; 

During the day the Canberra Times 
telephoned Mr. O'Leary to ask him 
about the non-payment of duty, and 
the discount on freight charges. 

"I am aware of the report and I am 
taking advice, " Mr. O'Leary said. 

"I have no further comment to add 
at this time. " 

The Canberra Times also asked the 
Department for comment. The De¬ 
partment said it was ‘looking at" the 
allegations. 

The regular monthly meeting of 
the Norfolk Island Council was set 
for two days later, Wednesday Aug. 
3rd. Mr. O'Leary told two of the \ 
Councillors that he preferred that 
the matter not be raised at the meet¬ 
ing. 

But Cr. Duncan McIntyre decided 
that because of community concern 
the matter had to be aired, and that 
he would raise it if no one else did. 
His attitude became known, and 
Mr. O’Leary realised that it would 
be necessary for him to say some¬ 
thing at the meeting. He began 
working on notes for a statement. 

The question that was asked, Mr. 
O'Leary's reply to it and two com¬ 
ments by Councillors are set out in 
full adjoining this article. 


Not asked 

One of the Councillors present, 
Geoff Bennett, is the shipping ag¬ 
ency executive to whom Mr. O'- 
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Leary had made his request for 
some consideration - a reduction 
in the freight rate for his car - 
that had resulted in the 40°/c dis¬ 
count. Although Mr. O'Leary, in 
his statement to the Council, dis¬ 
claimed that he had sought a spec¬ 
ial discount, Cr. Bennett said no¬ 
thing on the subject at the meeting. 
The News asked him later why he 
had remained silent, dr. Bennett 
said he had not felt the Council 
meeting was the right place for him 
to take issue with Mr. O'Leary. He 
later waited for three weeks; ex¬ 
pecting that he would be asked by 
some proper authority, in some cor¬ 
rect context, to state his knowledge 
of the situation. He was not asked. 

Cr. Bennett has two telephones, one 
at home (2266) and one at his office, 
which is listed in two places - one as 
the shipping agency - 2018. The cur¬ 
rent cost for a three-minute telephone 
call from Australia to Norfolk Island 
is $3.75. 

Press information 

The text of Mr. O'Leary's state- 
ment of denial to the Council was 
transmitted to the Department after 
the Council meeting. Having read 
the statement, the Department con¬ 
sidered whether or not to issue cop¬ 
ies of it to the press in Australia. 

The decision was that it was wisest 
to take no initiative . 

Early in the week of August 8th, 
the week following the Council 
meeting, the Canberra Times lear¬ 
ned that Mr. O'Leary had made his 
public denial of wTong-doing. The 
Times telephoned the Department 
and asked if it would be possible 
to obtain a copy of the statement. 

The Department supplied one. The 
Times published a report of it all 
across the top of its front page on 
Tuesday August 9th. 

The Times had also asked, on 
seeing from Mr. O'Leary's state¬ 
ment that he had paid Customs 
duty on his Mercedes as soon as his 
liability had been assessed, when 
that was. 

The Department had been inform¬ 
ed that Mr. O'Leary, Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Cleary and the Collector of 
Customs had examined the laws of 
Norfolk Island, had f ound that Mr. 
O'Leary was subject to duty, and 
that Mr. O'Leary had been assessed 
and had paid $1, 934.85 duty, on 
Saturday July 30th. On August 8th 
a spokesman for the Department 
said he did not know when duty had 
been assessed and paid, but that he 
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Mr* O'Leary's statement to the Norfolk Island Council on Aug* 3rd 


Cr. McIntyre: ’’There is one matt¬ 
er which I wish to raise, and that 
is, I refer to a report on page one 
of the Canberra Times on Saturday 
30tn of July, which has raked con¬ 
siderable‘concern in the commun¬ 
ity; and thk report contains three 
particular allegations concerning 
yourself. Is it possible lor you to 
indicate as yet how the matter will 
be dealt with?” 

Administrator: ’’Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre. I'm glad in a way that you've 
raised this'; I presume you are talk¬ 
ing about an article headed ’’Nor¬ 
folk Island Colony Status Alleged” 

Cr. McIntyre: ”Yes, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. " 

Administrator: ”--in which evi¬ 
dence given by Mr. Edward Howard 
of Norfolk Island co the Senate Stand¬ 
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
& Defence appeared. 

"I make no bones about telling 
you that I have been very disturbed 
about what was written - and pub¬ 
lished - because it affects my inte- 
gfity. 

At this stage, I’ll say a few 
things to you. 

’’The article alleges that I re¬ 
fused to pay customs duty on a new 
car which I imported recently. 

”It also says that I informed the 
Collector of Customs that I was 
immune from duty. 

’’Gentlemen, at no stage did I 
refuse to pay duty, or seek to avoid 
doing so in any way. 

”As soon as my liability was 
assessed I immediately paid the 
duty involved. 

”1 do, however, thank Mr. How¬ 
ard for bringing this matter, not so 
much to my attention in the way 
that he has done, but in neverthe¬ 
less bringing it to attention because 
as a result of my investigations I 
have discerned a weakness in the 
administration of the Customs Ord¬ 
inance on this Island which has 
been going on for quite some years, 
and this has led me to begin a very 
thorough investigation not only into 
this particular part oi tne Administra¬ 
tion but elsewhere. 

"As to the allegation that I, twice 
referred to in the article, that I re¬ 
fused to pay a 20-odd dollar light¬ 
erage fee, this is untrue and with¬ 
out foundation. 


"Indeed, even the amount is 
wrong. 

"As to me suggestion that I 
sought a special discount on freight, 

I disclaim that also. 

"I did seek a quote on freight 
and eventually the quote was 
given and accepted. 

"It was said at the time that a 
discount had been given to me. 

"I merely mention that the 
amount of freight that I paid to 
bring the car from Sydney to Nor¬ 
folk Island was a little over $300 
and me amount of freight that I paid 
to bring the car from Hamburg to 
Melbourne was $259. 

"The extent of the discount is 
therefore open to your imagination. 

"The gentleman, Mr. Howard, 
described what he termed as unyield¬ 
ing, insistent pressure, not only from 
the Administrator, but from the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
and its Minister, Senator Withers, 
to force through a sweeping set of 
permanent changes in Norfolk's form 
of government. 

"So far as those lines refer to me, 
gentlemen, you will remember mat 
we all worked for many weeks toge¬ 
ther preparing me Council's reply 
to the Nimmo recommendations and 
at me conclusion you were kind 
enough to compliment me on the 
assistance which I gave you. 

"So far as a further allegation 
mat the Administrator had been ob¬ 
structing their - meaning you gentle¬ 
men - their access to normal and 
essential financial information, I 
would say mis to you: that no spe¬ 
cific example was given in the news¬ 
paper, and I don’t have to remind 
you that every time I sit here with 
you to discuss financial matters I 
have in attendance me Official Sec¬ 
retary and me Accountant, and tney 
endeavour to answer your questions 
as thoroughly as they can. And I 
am not aware of any outstanding 
request by Council for financial in¬ 
formation which remains unanswered. 

"Lastly, you will know mat we 
have arranged a closed session of 
Council for me near future, which 
is the first of a series of meetings 
which we will have, and in which 
we have already arranged that we 
will go through all of the itetpf that 
make up the estimates - the revenue 


and'the expenditure so mat when 
we comp to me revision of estimates, 
later in"the financial year, you will 
be very fully informed about all 
these matters. 

"If, gentlemen, these representa¬ 
tions have been made and published 
on your behalf I can only say mat 
I'm disappointed mat you haven't 
brought mem to me directly and that 
I'm certainly not aware of anything 
outstanding on my part towards you." 
Cr. Blucner: "Mr. Chairman -" 
Administrator:, "Yes, Cr. Blucner. 

Cr. Blucner: "Not wanting to be 
implicated, and certainly not 
suggesting that any Councillor be 
implicated in this matter, mere is 
one thing mat I wish to say - mat 
I would not recommend mat any¬ 
one, any Councillor, sit in judg¬ 
ment at this time because there 
are always two sides to a story. 

The only time mat J believe Coun¬ 
cillors snould implicate themselves 
in matters such as these is when it 
does begin to affect the community, 
and until that happens I, as a Coun¬ 
cillor, will not implicate myself, 
and I will certainly not sit in judg¬ 
ment one way or me other. Mr. 
Chairman. " 

Administrator: "I don’t regard you 
as sitting in judgment on me at*all, 

I merely answered a question and I 
really am not very interested in 
further debate. 

"Yes, Cr. Ryves. " 

Cr. Ryves: "Mr. Chairman, 1 would 
like to pass comment on this because 
I believe this affects,th£ image of 
Norfolk Island. 

"I’ve been on me Council for ten 
years, and this is me worst example 
of gutter politics mat I’ve ever seen 
introduced into this Council, and I 
believe mat if we’re going 1 to re¬ 
sort, or people* of mis Island are go¬ 
ing to resort, to tnese type of tactics 
to press what I believe is a fair and 
just cause for a good,.-sound- govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island, I believe 
mat we're going tofose any ground 
mat we gain, and I'm personally 
very sorry it happened, and I dis¬ 
associate myself completely from 
me article." 

Administrator: "Yes. thank you. 
Gentlemen, I think we might move 
on." 
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Minolta presents 
“The New Time Movies 


XL-660 SOUND 




XL- 440 SOUND 


Compact and light-weight XL-Sound 
cameras easy to handle even in low 
light conditions. 

Highly responsive TTA and 
servomotor-driven EE system to 
provide correct exposure at all times. 

Information-center viewfinder lets you 
concentrate on filming. 



XL-225 SOUND 


CAMERA LI N ES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 




.would make inquiries. 

It took the Department a day or 
two to provide the answer to the 
Times, which published a three- 
column story headed "Norfolk Ad¬ 
ministrator paid duty on July 30: 
Withers spokesman". 

Investigations 

Following on from the original 
Canberra Times article that had ap¬ 
peared on July 30th, three separate 
investigations have been mentioned 
publicly by the three levels in the 
hierarchy that is responsible for the 
administering of Norfolk Island. 

The first one to be mentioned was 
by the Department of Administra¬ 
tive Services. On August 1st a spokes¬ 
man said the Department was 'look¬ 
ing at” the allegations. No subse¬ 
quent statements have been issued 
to indicate the progress of this in¬ 
vestigation. 

The second investigation was an¬ 
nounced by Mr. O’Leary in his Aug. 
3rd statement to Council: "I have 
discerned a weakness in the admini¬ 
stration of the Customs Ordinance 
on this Island which has been going 
on for quite some years, and this 
has led me to be gin a very thorough 


investigation not only into this par¬ 
ticular part of the Administration 
but elsewhere. " Mr. O’Leary has 
not issued any public statement to 
indicate the progress of this invest¬ 
igation, which would appear to be 
pointed in a direction quite differ¬ 
ent from the problems that have 
created most of the 'public concern 
on the Island and in Australia. 

The third investigation was an¬ 
nounced by a spokesman for Sen. 
Withers on August 9th, who said 
that Sen. Withers would himself in¬ 
vestigate the allegations that had 
been made. 

This investigation appears to have 
occupied less than one day, for on 
August 10th Sen. Withers informed 
the Canberra Times that he had in¬ 
quired into the allegations. 

Although complete transcripts of the 
editor's public evidence had been a- 
vailable to Sen. Withers* Depart¬ 
ment, Sen. Withers said his hands 
were tied because the editor had not 
gone to the Department or the po¬ 
lice. 

"In these circumstances I can do 
nothing other than to invite Mr. 
Howard, if he has any evidence of 
any wrong-doing, to report this to 
the Commissioner of Police of the 
Crown Law Officers, " he said. 

"These are the proper authorities 


to inquire into any allegations of 
law breaking. If Mr. Howard is not 
prepared to do so he should stop 
making allegations of improper 
conduct under privilege 1 .** 

Sen. Withers made mention of 
the investigation being conducted 
by Mr. O'Leary. "The Administra¬ 
tor is now examining the situation, H 
he said, "to see if anyone on Nor¬ 
folk Island has not paid duty on im¬ 
ports which should have been paid. 

In the event of any such cases being 
discovered I expect to receive ad¬ 
vice from the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil as to what action it believes 
should be taken regarding the re¬ 
covery of such unpaid duty. ” 

Eight days later, in the Australian 
Senate, Sen. Withers spoke at some 
length about Norfolk, in reply to a 
question that had been asked him. 

He ignored Norfolk ideas that the 
Island has its own distinct charac¬ 
ter and is entitled to a voice in its 
own political future. 

He said that Australia's High Court 
had clearly said Norfolk was Austra¬ 
lian territory over which Parliament 
had plenary powers. "The High Court 
would not entertain any sort of argu¬ 
ment diat the Island is other than 
Australian territory over which this 
Parliament has total legislative ca¬ 
pacity, " he said. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
.ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
; "ABOARD ThE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
> MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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"As honourable Senators will have 
noticed, ” he said, "a campaign oc- 
! casionally has been waged in the 
Canberra Times, which for some 
reason is the only newspaper that 
seems to give much credit to it, 
by certain people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and who, I believe for their own 
selfish, personal and financial in¬ 
terests, are totally opposed to the 
implementation of certain sections 
of the Nimmo Report. ” 

Senator Georges interjected, 

"Quite vicious", 

"As the honourable Senator says, 
quite vicious, ” said Sen. Withers. 


Statement 

On August 26th Cr. Geoff Bennett 
and his co-manager of the Norfolk 
shipping agency, Mr. Ken Nobbs, 
concluded that they had waited 
long enough to be asked, in some 
authoritative inquiry, about their 
knowledge concerning the import¬ 
ation of Mr. O'Leary's Mercedes. 

On that afternoon they made a pub¬ 
lic statement to the press on the Isl¬ 
and, the text of which accompan¬ 
ies this article. 

After having prepared the state¬ 
ment on behalf of their company, 
and before making it public, they 
believed it would be correct pro¬ 
cedure to show it to Mr. O'Leary. 

Mr. Bennett rang the Admini¬ 
strator and made an appointment. 
Arriving at the Administration of-\ 
fices late in the day, he handed 
Mr. O’Leary a copy of the state¬ 
ment and said his company inten¬ 


ded to make it public. Mr. O'¬ 
Leary read the statement, he did 
not take issue with any of the facts 


it included, and did not subsequent¬ 
ly make any statement of his own 
to the press. 


Statement by South Pacific Shipping Co, 


SOUTH PACIFIC Shipping Co. Pty. 
Ltd., Norfolk agents for the only 
shipping line serving the Island, 
C.C.C., issued a public statement 
on Friday, August 26th concerning 
the Administrator's importation of 
a Mercedes car. 

The statement was signed by 
K.J. Nobbs and G.J. Bennett, co¬ 
managers of the agency. 

The text of the statement follows: 

'The 'Norfolk Islander' of 6/8/77 
and the "Canberra Times" of 9/8/77 
reported references to a discount of 
40 °!c in the cost of shipping a Mercedes 
car to Norfolk Island, for the Adminis- 
trator. South Pacific Shipping Com¬ 
pany (N.I.) Ltd puts these matters on 
record. 

"l/The Administrator in January,, 

1977 asked the cost of shipping a 
Ford Fairmont car from Sydney, be 
was made aware of the Company's 
usual scale of charges for this class 
of car ($605). 

"2/Tbe Administrator in January, 

1977 requested some consideration 
by way of a reduced freight rate, 
be sought from the Shipping Com¬ 
pany. He did not ask for any specif¬ 
ic amount of reduction. The matter 
of a reduction had not been raised 


by the Company. 

"3/The Company wrote to Com- 
pagnie des Chargeurs Caledoniens 
(C. C. C,) Sydney agents, hether- 
ington Kingsbury Pty Ltd on 12/1/77 
conveying the request "without 
prejudice". 

"4/In May, 1977, the Agent ad¬ 
vised the Company by telephone 
that C.C.C. were prepared to 
charge $306. 

"6/The Company conveyed this 
information to the Administrator. 

"6/The Administrator asked the 
Company whether C„ C. C. would 
be prepared to carry a Mercedes car 
instead, at the same arrangement. 

"7/The Company wrote to the 
Agent on 25/5/77 conveying this 
request, without comment. 

"8/In June, 1977, the Agent ad¬ 
vised by telephone that C.C.C. 
had agreed to carry the Mercedes 
for $305. 

"9/The Mercedes was shipped on 
that basis. 

"It is not the Companys practise 
to publicise clients' business, how¬ 
ever it appears that incorrect in¬ 
ferences are being drawn from the 
reports referred to above, which 
required clarification." 


A FORMER Secretary-General 
of the South Pacific Commis¬ 
sion recently gave testimony 
to the Senate Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence, which was reported 
by the Sydney Morning Her¬ 
ald as shown here. 

Excerpts from earlier testi¬ 
mony to the same Commit¬ 
tee by the News's editor ap¬ 
pear on pp. 29-30 in this is¬ 
sue of The News. 


Genocide 

warning 

over 

Norfolk 

CANBERRA. — A 
former secretary-general 
of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission warned yester¬ 
day that Federal Gov-* 
eminent proposals for 


Norfolk Island could 
well be labelled genocide 
— the destruction of a 
community. 

The proposals involve 
the incorporation of the 
island in the ACT for 
purposes of government. 

Mr W. Forsyth, of 
Canberra, was giving evi¬ 
dence to a Senate com¬ 
mittee inquiring into 
Australia’s commitment 
to the South Pacific re¬ 
gion. 

If Australia imposed 
on Norfolk Islanders a 
decision they had not 


asked for and on which 
they had not been 
consulted, in what way 
would it be acting differ¬ 
ently from the French, 
who persisted in denying 
their small remaining co¬ 
lonial communities die 
right of self-determina¬ 
tion, Mr Forsyth asked. 

"Even if . Canberra 
were a well-governed 
territory — and, in fact, 
it is badly governed — 
there is an absurdity in 
the suggestion that an 
island people who for a 
century have lived in 
their own ways should be 
politically submerged 
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HANDBOOK 


^ what’s on 
^where to find it 
^ best shopping 

► Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 

^ shipping information 

. bob 

► ...and the NORFOLK 
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ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc* from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcaiot Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berrim^li 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVEN TIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9. 30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 6# a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon^ri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.45-4.00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING: Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8. 30am-8,30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N,Z. ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
hlorfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8. 30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 
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THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 120 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved: 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together - - all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. 

On sale at Burns Philp, Jensen's and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I. - 
to N.Z., send $1.40. 





































Don’t make 
the mistake 
of taking the 
OM-1 and OM-2 


It's true, of course, 
that Olympus SlRs 
are some 36% 
smaller and lighter 
than average 36mm 
single lens reflex cameras 
But that's only part of the 
story 

Because we not only designed 
them to be more compact - we 
designed them to be better 

That meant backing them with a 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional some 30-odd 
compact lenses of incredible quality. 

from fisheye to 

macro to 
ultra-tele; 
motor 

dnve so light 
that the com 
bination of 
camera/motor 
weighs no more 
\ r than the average 

camera alone 
land it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return) 

Also, there are 12 interchangeable focusing 
screens; cloee-up, micro- and astro-adapters; 
Recordata Back; auto-winder, and other ac- 
ce8$ones in profusion 





Still sceptical? 
Here are some con¬ 
vincing details. 

THE OM-1: Still one 
of the lightest and most 
compact true system 35mm 
single lens reflexes, 
with drastically 
reduced noise and 
shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains It also 
features a viewfinder 
that's 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon ceils LOOK BACK at a random 
pattern on the shutter curtain to measure 
the light ON THE FILM PLANE. At slower 
speeds, it will actually read the FILM 
EMULSION ITSELF! This means the OM-2 
will actually change shutter speed should 
the light change during slower exposures — 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flash 
accuracy. On Manual, it operates just like the * 
OM-1. 


All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight lightweights 
you'll ever clap your eyes on. And the most 
welcome photographic equipment paradox 
ever. 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 Cemetery — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Tbeatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

"•'TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHG>P YOU COME TO AFTER'.LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" ^ 

HDCkl 7 fTAVC 7 QIV «ih Q nm ('Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are Opem 

UrtN f UATo — I «Oli afi! XO « pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

r ‘ ” 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, svyeets, pastries and *heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream.... imported cheeses... lollipopsi.. magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers;... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .’olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies. • .games.. .artists* requisites.. .gourmet foods.• • sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 







The World’s Premier 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedtite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions pf the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of tfifesubject. From a 
static approach to true involvemeht 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


Electronic SLR 
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MI LTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





One of the finest manual turntables ever made. 
Sansui’s SR-717 « 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can’t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


servomotor with its own solid-state elec¬ 
tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 









The Norfolk Island 


SUN MON 

SOME PAST SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

September 9, 1804: Capt. John Piper became the Com- 

man dan t of die "First Settlement” penal colony at N, I* 

\ 

September 16, 1871: Bishop Patteson was killed a Nu- 
TcapuT*near Santa Cruz. A plaque at St. Barnabas* Chap¬ 
el on Norfolk commemorates him. 

September 19, 1841; Fletcher Christian’s widow* whose 
name was Mauatua* died on Pitcairn at the age of 80. 


TUE 


WED 


IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY . .. —- 

September 23* 1764; Fletcher Christian^ birthday. 

September 28, 1800; Philip Gidley King became Gover¬ 
nor of New South Wales. As a Lieutenant he had led 
the founding of the first British settlement on Norfolk* 

September 30* 1808: A report to N. S. W, stated that the 
population of the settlement at Norfolk was down to 
250 people. There were 3, 000 sheep, which did very 
well on the Island. 


6 f> 


9 t ' 

I Films (Pds & LC) 
IDarts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
IC'dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


4 

■Church services 
■Film, sm*b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Church services 
■Film. sm*b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


18 

■Church services 
■Film, sm’b’dWy.SO) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


25 

■Church services 
■Film, stn'b'd (VV7.30) 
■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


5 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


12 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


19 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm , b*d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


26 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 ■ 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 



■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 


■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 



■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 


■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


14 

■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


21 

■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


28 

■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 










CALENDAR September 1977 


THUR FRI SAT 


1 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


2 

sBFilm (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


8 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8-00) „ 


15 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


16 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


10 

■ SDA service 

■ Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 

•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka Hofcise 
C - Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YC -Youth Centre 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


green jade statuettes 


direct from Pekin 



diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 


and amber 


from the Baltic Se 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



★ BEST BUYS 


YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" a few items they believe are particul- 
depending on your own needs and arly good value at the moment. Here’s 

purse, but The News asked some of what they told us: 

the Island’s leading importers to pick _ 


Cameralines; Sound movie outfits - 
Minolta, Chinon, Argus, Noris - with 
camera, projector, screen, splicer, 

2 rolls of film, in special package 
offers, far under Aust. or NZ price. " 

■ 

I nternational Duty-Free :'Torches, 
the famous Ever-ready brand, priced 
as low as 49<?; and duty-free records 
and cassettes - a big range of latest 
international releases now available.** 


Norfolk Trader-. "General* washing ma¬ 
chines just in - full auto & twin-tub". 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts.from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons: "The Canon AE-1 camera 
for $326. 50 as against rec. Austra¬ 
lian retail of $610; Crown portable 
3-in-l, no NZ duty, $159. 95. ,,: * 


Paci fic Hire Cars; "Genuine Casio dig¬ 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95, The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home. " 


The Trading Post ; "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I. 

With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result: Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don’t use. 

Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4-20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult: happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 

CASCADE 

SOFT DRINKS 

k'kkkkk' kkk k k kkk k 


ACROSS 

1. Imitate 
5. We’re in it! 

7. Pop Group 

10. Mission Chapel 
13. Refusal 


14. Tree 

16. Island Dish 

17. Banana 

19. Fungus Blight 

20. Oil Country 

21. Day Before 


BOB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 



23. PUh 
DOWN 

2. Caress 

3. Fan 

4. Island Vegetable 


6. Lock Up Again 

8. Fruit 

9. Groper 

11. Wait 

12. High Name at 

Kingston 


16. Tree 
18. Bottom 
2L Before 
22. Health Resort 
24. Belongs to Me 
86. Measure 
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v Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe's and the world’s best selling toil shavers. 

Now with typical West German technology they ’ve 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 
The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skir- 
close and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin 
close — and then platinum 
coated for sensitive skins. 

Super slim head. 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 

Dual Voltage 120-240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer. 

Braun Synchron Plus. 

One of the range of Braun shavers 
available frommajor 
. department stores and 
electricalretailers. 








'All operated B’faun shavers 
are guaranteed for three years. 


EE - DEE ~ BEE 
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NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


l 


MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir 
Goes Into... 

10. 05 Down Memory tyane 

10.45 Morning Seria-ly 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews: * 

4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 
6. 30 Rowdy's Roifidup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 News. C&W Show 

8. 45 T op Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Naked Vicar Show 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows & 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape&Phone 

1.15 Methodist Programme 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS 
4-7.-$0 Shut Down 
7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Who Said That 

9.30 The Dutch Jazz 

Scene 

10. 30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 The Lying Baron 

10. 05 Overdrive 

10'. 45 Morning Serial 

12. 05 World Affairs 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 

4. 00 Linda and Dilly 
7. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Comedy, 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 
9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 People Who Live in 

Glass Houses 
10.46 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests g 


.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2 
NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 
12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 Sup. A. Prog. I 
4-7. ^5 Shut Down 
7. 05Waterways of the 
| World 

7.30(^First Thurs. in 

E th. only) Council 
i -broadcast 
it a Minute 

9. 00 ( Aust. Short Stories 
9.45 Melody Time 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line 
(Music) 

10. 45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Musical Hits from 
Germany/Netherlands 
12. 05 Science/Sports 
1.30 Church of England 

, Pr °g- 
4-6.[00 Shut Down 

6.0(1 Vi vat Rex • 

7. Oty-.Programme Surround- 
,V ed by Fine MuSic 


«30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
12.00, 1.05 

SATURDAY 
j.Ok'-OO Mainly Pop 

10.30 Radio Aust. News, 

10.45 Top of Pops 
M, 30 Overdrive 

. 00 Local news, requests 
GO Young Mood 
*00 §ports Relay I 
Radio Aust. 

7. Lying Baron 
7.3u Comedy 
8.0§ftMovin' Music 

9. GQjbr. Findlay’s Case Book 
9.45fSunday Sound 

10. 30 Close 
SUNDAY 


i 

Froni 

• / 


12.30 Live from Kihgston 

Oval 

12.35 Sunday Comix 

3.30 Rowdy's Football 
Commentary 

5. 00 Vibes to Do It By 
7,00 Sunday Radio - 

Jkama, music etc. 

-U- 


FLIGHTS 

CM & TO" 

i., Sat, 


FROM & TO AUCKLAND 
Fri., Sat, kun. plus Mon. 

arrives 10. 30,‘departs 12. 


Every Wed, 
5th& 12th, 
15. 


£rOM & TO SYDNEY Dkily but Tues- 
days, arrive 2.15, f)epltt 3.15. 

Extra Sept, flights: 5th, 7th&10th, 
arr. 1. 30dep.2.20/9th, arr. 11.30 
dep. 12.2 0/13th arr. 2.15. dep. 3.15 


T6 & FROM BRISBANE Departs daily 
except Tues. & Wed. at 8.30 am; 
arrives Wed.2. 30, Thur.&Fri. 5.15, 
Sat. 30, Sun. 5.15. Calls at Lord 
Howe Is. four days a week. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/fc.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURONGA 
C. C. C.^GEjtffrS IN SYDNEjX : Hetherington KingstoyPty. Ltd, 3jPitt St., Tel. 21.1671 
C.cjc. \g v ENTS IN AUCKLAND: SofraneUnilinfiC & Customs St&et, tel. 73279 /, 


South Pacific 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


he NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / September 1977 
























maria bailey married 

DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STQNES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 

WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 

A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 

Reservations - ring 2255 




MISSION ROAD 



NORFOLK ISLAND'S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 

NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 

IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR PROJECTOR » FILM REQUIREMENTS 



THE IDEAL GIFT FOR THE IDEAL WAY TO STAY IN 

A FRIEND WHO LIKES NORFOLK TOUCH WITH THE ISLAND 

AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY 



SENT BY AIRMAIL EVERY MONTH; AUSTRALIA $10p.a./N.Z. $A20 p.a. 
Published by Ed Howard/Bo* 94/ Norfolk Island 2899/Subscriptions shortened if postage rises again 

































SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


A BC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABQ+ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 


o (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
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Welcomed! 
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Ptinfti Shoot; 

OnljrbjrVmtai. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrle has been a 
FROM $39. mark 0 f highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In tact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’nShoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
DUTYFREE CENTRE 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ 










SEIKO 

Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 



Charging the world's 
standaraof accuracy 

TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







TCCTIMAMV 1 Australia Is on a course of crushing 
I HO I IIVIU™ ■ ■ Norfolk. News editor tells cowlttee 


ON JULY 29th the editor of The 
News gave testimony at hearings 
of the Senate Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Defence in 
Sydney. Here are extracts: 

"I have prepared an 18-page 
written submission concerning a var¬ 
iety of matters related to Norfolk 
Island which I believe are signifi¬ 
cant in your Committee’s consid¬ 
eration of Australia’s foreign affairs 
and defence role in tne Soutn Pacif¬ 
ic. 

"In these spoken remarks 1 wish 
to confine myself to the main points 
in that written submission. The 
written submission includes a great 
deal of detailed evidence in support 
of these main points, but if it is 
acceptable to you I propose not to 
read out all that detail, but to leave 
it with you for your later examina¬ 
tion. 

"My wife and I first visited Nor¬ 
folk Island about ten years ago,. 

We were immediately drawn to tne 
Island’s way of life. We believe it 
has a wholesomeness and human 
quality which, taking everything 
into account, surpasses tnat of any 
other place in the world we have 
known. 

"We acquired an old home on 
the Island in 1968, and with a great 
deal of our own work we gradually 
made it liveable. We were able to 
move full-time to the Island in 1974. 
This move was made not for any 
financial gain, but at considerable 
personal as well as financial sacri¬ 
fice. Among other things it meant 
moving away from our four grown 
children and their families, whom 
we love dearly, and leaving success¬ 
ful and respected businesses that we 
had built up during 12£ years in Syd¬ 
ney. Today we are working harder, 
earning less, and enjoying life more 
than we have for many years. 

"Against that brief personal back¬ 
ground, and against a background 
of studying Norfolk Island for ten 
years, and of editing and producing 
the Norfolk Island News for the past 
two years, 1 wisn to offer some 
evidence and some judgments that 
I hope will be useful to your view 
of the South Pacific. 

"The early part of my written 
submission deals in great detail 
with paragraph numbered 8.14 in 
a report published by this Commit¬ 
tee in September, 1975. This para¬ 


graph is presented as a precis de¬ 
scription of the main political, 
economic, cultural and ethnic 
characteristics of Norfolk Island. 

It sets out twelve basic facts about 
Norfolk. Nine of these are not 
facts at all, but are mis-statements. 
It would seem to me essential for 
this Committee to have an accurate 
general knowledge of Norfolk Island, 
and for this reason my written sub¬ 
mission deals at length with correct¬ 
ing the Committee’s very badly mis¬ 
informed 1975 impression of the 
Island. 

"Australia’s correct understanding 
of Norfolk Island, and Australia’s 
relationship with Norfolk Island, are 
crucial to Australia's foreign affairs 
and defence relationships with all 
other islands in the South Pacific. 

not stupid 

"The people of the South Pacific 
have little of the sophistication of 
Sydney, Canberra or Melbourne, 
but they are not stupid. They are 
very canny at believing what they 
see rather than what they are told. 

"If France says it is a friend and 
supporter of the people of the South 
Pacific, we pay no attention to 
what France says - we simply ob¬ 
serve what France does. We observe 
France insisting on the preposterous 
claim that New Caledonia and the 
Society Islands are actually inte¬ 
gral parts of metropolitan France. 

We observe France suppressing the 
normal desires of New Caledonians 
and Tahitians to be self-governing. 
We observe France using the South 
Pacific as a garbage dump for test¬ 
ing nuclear devices. And we know 
that France is not a friend but an 
arrogant, imperialist nation, con¬ 
cerned primarily with its own ad¬ 
vantage. 

In exactly the same way people 
in the Pacific measure Australia's 
true attitudes toward the islands by 
observing how Australia in fact be¬ 
haves toward its own Pacific terri¬ 
tory. 

"The islands of the South Pacific 
are well aware of one another. 

Our differing problems and aspira¬ 
tions are discussed with great in¬ 
telligence in one of the world’s out¬ 
standing magazines. Pacific Islands 
Monthly. Newspapers criss-cross 


among the islands. We visit one 
another, and we talk. There are 
periodic conferences, and informal 
sessions long into the night after¬ 
ward. We correspond, and we read 
one another's official reports. 

true test 


"How does Australia behave, in 
the South Pacific, when Australia 
has plenary power to behave in any 
way it likes? That question is the 
true test. I am a loyal Australian 
and I am sorry to tell you that 
Australia is failing that test in a 
shameful manner. 

’’Norfolk Island is, very simply, 
governed as a colony of Australia, 
by a resident Administrator, and 
a group of public servants and a 
Minister in Canberra who know very 
little of the Island, and none of 
whom has the slightest willingness, 
let alone inclination, to live their 
lives on Norfolk. 

(The testimony then gave examples 
of apparent attitudes toward Norfolk 
on the part of those administering 
the Island. Included was reference 
to the circumstances surrounding 
the Administrator's recent import¬ 
ation of a Mercedes car, which are 
dealt with at length elsewhere in 
this issue.) 

"Far more important is an unyield¬ 
ing, insistent pressure not only from 
the Administrator but from our De¬ 
partment in Canberra and from our 
Minister, Sen. R. G. Withers, to 
force through a sweeping set of per¬ 
manent changes in Norfolk Island's 
form of government - even though 
more than two-thirds of the electors 
of the Island have solemnly and in¬ 
dividually declared themselves to 
be opposed to these changes. 

declarations 

"Individual declarations by the 
great majority of the Island’s elec¬ 
tors were handed to the Minister 
last month on Norfolk Island by our 
senior elected representative, the 
Chairman of Committees of the ad¬ 
visory Norfolk Island Council. The 
Minister said they were "totally, 
completely and utterly valueless" 
and he left them behind when he 
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left NorfoljHsijhjd. fr\ 

"The change’s being pressed by 
our govern^^ aulhbrifies are con¬ 
tained in the recommendations of 
the recent Nimmo Royal Commission 
Report. They would terminate Nor¬ 
folk Island's 121-year status as a sep¬ 
arate and distinct political entity, 
with its own system of laws, taxes 
and benefits. Contrary to the express¬ 
ed wish of the great majority of die 
Island's electors, the Nimmo recom¬ 
mendations would politically integrate 
Norfolk into mainland Australia - just 
as France so arrogantly insists that New 
Caledonia and the Society Islands are 
integral parts of metropolitan France. 

"It is an astonishing fact that no 
clear, sensible reason for ending Nor¬ 
folk Island's separate status has yet 
been stated. 

Nlmoo reasons 

"Two mam reasons are given in 
the Nimmo Report itself, but neither 
one of these is capable of withstand¬ 
ing scrutiny. 

"One is that Norfolk Island is a 
heavy financial burden on Australia, 
and that Norfolk therefore should 
have no say in its own future. The 
logic and die morality of this state¬ 
ment are offensive to anyone who 
believes in democratic government - 
and the financial data on which it 
is based are partly inaccurate, part¬ 
ly irrelevant and partly sheer imagina¬ 
tion. Norfolk Island is not a heavy 
financial burden on Australia, it 
never has been, and there is no rea¬ 
son it ever should be. 

"The second reason given by the 
Nimmo Report for terminating Nor¬ 
folk Island's separate status is the 
belief that Australia is obliged to 
make Norfolk uniform with the 
mainland because of a recent High 
Court decision in the Berwick case. 

I submit that any competent and un¬ 
biased legal authority will assure you 
that the Berwick decision obliges 
Australia to do no such thing: it mere¬ 
ly affirms Australia's power to estab¬ 
lish whatever form: Of* government 
may appear most sensible and effect¬ 
ive on Norfolk Island. 

"Yet in the statements, the answers 
to formal questions, the policies, the 
Parliamentary remarks and the person¬ 
al behaviour of the Commonwealth 
authorities who have control over 
Norfolk today, it is unmistakably 
clear that they are relentlessly de¬ 
termined to implement the Nimmo 
recommendations, ignoring the ex¬ 
pressed wishes of the majority of the 
Island's electors. 
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' t "The most:recent ?aijd ominou? in ¬ 
dication of this determination is a 
Set b of events that may reflect a 
scurrilous policy. I say "may" be¬ 
cause the facts have been obscured 
and I do not know. 

1977/78 budget 

"In the preparation of Norfolk 
Island's 1977-78 budget, which is 
done under the direction of the Ad¬ 
ministrator and the Department, it 
appears that the Island may face a 
really substantial deficit for the first 
time in its history. Members of the 
Norfolk Island Council are distressed 
by this and are determined to bring 
the budget back toward balance - but 
they have informed me that the Ad¬ 
ministrator has been obstructing their 
access to normal;and essential fi¬ 
nancial information. Intelligent, 
reasonable people on Norfolk are 
concerned that there may be a de¬ 
liberate policy to sabotage the Isl¬ 
and's financial Self-reliance and so 
create an apparent need for an Aust¬ 
ralian take-over. While such a fear 
may sound far-fetched I would say 
that it is not groundless, and I be¬ 
lieve the possibility should be open¬ 
ly and impartially examined. 

"What could be the real reason 
for insistence and haste to terminate 
Norfolk Island's separate status with¬ 
in a few months, when it has proved 
generally practical and workable for 
over 100 years? People on Norfolk 
have asked themselves that question 
again and again without being able 
to find a credible answer. 

(The testimony then referred to a 
set of circumstances that offer a 
plausible explanation for pressures 
to implement the Nimmo Report 
recommendations, which were de 1 
scribed to the Committee in detail 
privately following the public por¬ 
tion of the testimony.) 

friendships 


" I will conclude these remarks by 
returning to the Committee's terms 
of reference. 

"If the South Pacific is important 
to Australia's foreign affairs and de¬ 
fence, Australia should be building 
genuine and durable friendships in 
the region. 

"My former beloved country, the 
United States, learned to its great 
sorrow that genuine friendship can¬ 
not be bought with gifts or forced 
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wiih miliufy deployments.- lt efft 
be earned only by behaVlng'as a 
genuine friend behave^: understand¬ 
ing, listening, caring, sharing mu¬ 
tual enjoyments and concerns, 
appreciating and tolerating each 
other's differences, and respecting 
each other's individuality. 

"Friendship does not have to be 
costly. Australia will not deceive 
the people of the South Pacific by 
entering a gift-giving competition 
with the U. S. S. R. 

"The essential starting-place for 
Australia to build South Pacific 
friendships is Norfolk Island, Aust¬ 
ralia's own relation ill the Pacific. 
Australia's actual conduct there 
will speak more loudly, and be 
heard more clearly, throughout the 
Pacific than all the fine phiases and 
all the handsome gifts in the world. 

wishes of majority 

"If Australia's present course of 
actions in respect to Norfolk Island 
is allowed to continue unaltered, 
and if Australia in fact makes sweep¬ 
ing changes in Norfolk Island's form 
of government that are contrary to 
the expressed wishes of the majority 
of the electors of the Island, Aust¬ 
ralia will be observed to be, like 
France, an imperialist nation in the 
Pacific. 

Investigation 

"I am certain Australia's foreign 
affairs and defence relationships in 
the Pacific would suffer severely as 
a result. I therefore wish to end 
these remarks by calling on the 
members of this Committee, in 
carrying out its responsibilities, to 
take such actions as may be necess¬ 
ary and possible to initiate an impar¬ 
tial, thorough and principled investi¬ 
gation of Australia's relations with 
Norfolk Island - and to ensure that 
such an investigation is conducted 
free from any influence by those who 
are now governing the Island not as 
friends but as masters. 

"The people of Norfolk Island 
respect and appreciate Australia, 
and wish always to remain closely 
and loyally linked with Australia. 

"The relationship between you 
and us can be, and should be, a 
source of pleasure and nourishment 
for us both. But at present you are 
on a course of crushing Norfolk Island, 
and If you do so neither we nor the 
rest of the Pacific will ever forget it. 
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SEPTEMBER 2ND — A LETTER DATED 29 
AUGUST, SIGNED BY J.A. JENKINS AND 
STAMPED WITH THE OFFICIAL SEAL OP THE 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, HAS BEEN RE¬ 
CEIVED IN THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS BY 
RESIDENTS WHO HAVE IMPORTED CARS IN 
RECENT YEARS. 

KEY POINTS IN THE LETTERt N YOU 
WERE ASKED WHETHER YOU HAD OWNED AND 
USED THE VEHICLE, OR A VEHICLE OF A 
SIMILAR CLASS, DURING THE 12 MONTHS 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE IMPORT¬ 
ATION. AS A RESULT OP YOUR AFFIRM¬ 
ATIVE ANSWER YOU WERE NOT ASKED TO 
PAY DUTY....ON 18 JUNE,1969 THE PRO¬ 
VISIONS OF THE CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 
WERE AMENDED TO REQUIRE PRIOR OWN¬ 
ERSHIP AND USE OF IMPORTED VEHICLES 
FOR A PERIOD OF 15 MONTHS.-..THE COR¬ 
RECT QUESTION WAS NOT PUT TO YOU AT 
THE TIME YOU IMPORTED THE VEHICLE...'* 

THE LETTER RAISES FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1.: AT LEAST ONE RESIDENT, OF 
HIGHEST REPUTATION, REMEMBERS BEING 
ASKED THE CORRECT QUESTION - HAD HE 
OWNED HIS CAR FOR 15 MONTHS. HOW 
COULD THE CORRECT QUESTION HAVE BEEN 
ASKED UNLESS THE 1969 AMENDMENTS HAD 
BEEN RECEIVED AND WERE BEING FOL* 
LOWED? 


2. : the Terms on which the coL* 

LECTOR OF CUSTOMS SAYS HE HAS BEEN 
GRANTING DUTY EXEMPTION ARE SET OUT 
IN HIS LETTER. WHY WAS A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT SET OF TERMS DESCRIBED IN 
HIS SWORN DECLARATION OF JULY 30TH, 
EXPLAINING WHY HE HAD EXCUSED MR. 0*- 
LEARY FROM PAYMENT OF DUTY ON JUNE 7? 

3. : IF THE COLLECTOR HAS BEEN FOL¬ 
LOWING THE RULES SET OUT IN HIS LET¬ 
TER WHY DID HE EXEMPT MR. O'LEARY 
FROM DUTY ON JUNE 7TH WHEN MR. 0'- 
LEARY HAD NOT OWNED AND USED ANY VE¬ 
HICLE AT ALL FOR SOME EIGHT MONTHS? 

HE HAD BEEN USING THE ADMINISTRATOR'S 
CAR, THE FORD REGISTERED "A-l", WHICH 
IS OWNED BY THE COMMONWEALTH. 

4. : WHAT OCCURRED ON SATURDAY JULY 
30TH, WHEN THE ADMINISTRATOR CALLED 
IN THE OFFICIAL SECRETARY, THE LEGAL 
ADVISER AND THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 
AND THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS SWORE A 
STATUTORY DECLARATION HOLDING MR. O'¬ 
LEARY BLAME-FREE IN THE NON-PAYMENT 
OF DUTY ON HIS CAR? 

Thanks and apologia* to Fletcher Chris¬ 

tian Apartaeata, whose ad. os P.6 had 
to bs ositted for tho stop-pross, and 
to Prostico's for cutting their ad. to 
half-page nine - E.H. 



LESS THAN 1/3 SYDNEY PRICE!! 



Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 

i rou of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beepl 
t's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 


Plated S65 


PRENTICE’S: 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 
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If you are thinking of asking for a reduction In the freight 
rate on your next shlpnent from Sydney....• 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT by' Norfolk's 
Administrator that he had accepted 
a discount (amounting to about 40%) 
on the cost of freighting a new : 
Mercedes-Benz car to the Island 
raised questions last month concern¬ 
ing the possible availability of such 
discounts for other residents* 

The News talked with Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs, the princi¬ 
pals of South Pacific Shipping Com¬ 
pany on Norfolk, to get authoritat¬ 
ive answers. 

South Pacific Shipping is the lo¬ 
cal agent for Compagnie des Char- 
geurs Caledoniens, die Noumea - 
based shipping line that started serv¬ 
ing the Island in April of 1974 and 
provides Norfolk’s only ocean shipp¬ 
ing service to and from New Zeal¬ 
and and Australia. 

When C.C.C. entered the Nor¬ 
folk service it adopted the existing 
schedule of freight rates that had 
been established by Karlander. 

Since then there have been increas¬ 
es in the rates as a result of higher 
costs of loading and stevedoring in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Standard schedule 

When the new standard schedule 
of freight rates was set, the Ad¬ 
ministration and other large Nor¬ 
folk importers were notified, and 
notification was published in the 
Norfolk Island Government Gazette 
and in the local press. 

Geoff Bennett says that increases 
in freight rates are possible only 
when a need for them can be 
proved. "A desire for an increase 
has to be documented, " he says, 

"and submitted to the Shippers' 
Council, they are a body com - 
prising Australian exporters and 
manufacturers. It's in their inter¬ 
est, and is their job, to see that 
Australian merchandise reaches 
overseas markets at the most fa¬ 
vourable rate possible, and they 
resist freight increases. " 

There is a schedule of freight 
rates, which has a dozen or more 
categories, with the rate in each 
category depending on how easy 
or difficult it is to handle, and 


other factors. Motor cars axe 
carried for about two-thirds the 
general cargo rafe, because are 
conveniently handled and are con¬ 
sidered "good cargo". 

The New Zealand rate schedule 
does not cover all the types of 
cargo that are imported to Norfolk, 
and items that do not fall into one 
of the standard categories - there 
is no set schedule for livestock, for 
example - are carried for rates 
that are specifically quoted at the 
time for the particular item. 

Never asked to quote 

The rate schedules for freight from 
Australia, however, are quite com¬ 
prehensive, covering all of the types 
of cargo that are shipped here from 
Sydney. 

"We have never been called on to 
quote on cargo from Australia, ever, 
says Ken Nobbs. "There is a set 
schedule for everything. " 

He says that resident John Ryves 
recently imported a horse float con¬ 
taining a horse, and there was some 
uncertainty about which freight cate¬ 
gory it fitted. Mr. Ryves negotiated 
with C. G. C's Sydney agents about 
this, and the horse and float were 
eventually carried for $500. 

In the shipping world, there is 
no guarantee what the rates will be 
for some future voyage. A Norfolk 
importer can't be certain that the 
current rate will apply until cargo 
for a particular voyage starts being 
loaded aboard in Sydney. 

Once some cargo is aboard, all 
the cargo on that voyage carries * 
ithe rates that applied when the first 
item was loaded. 

But an increase in rates could be 
approved by the Shippers' Council 
and could take effect two minutes 
before the first article of cargo was 
loaded aboard ship. 

For this reason it is not possible 
to obtain from South Pacific Shipp¬ 
ing Company a firm quote on what 
future cargo will cost to carry. If 
an importer wishes tor know what-a 
certafhshiprtient will cost in a 
couple of months* time, S.P.S.C. 
can only tell him what the current 
rate is, and tell him that the actual 


Save your breath! 

freight charge will .be whatever is 
current at the time the vessel act¬ 
ually loads. f< ! . 

What percentage of cargo carried 
from Sydney,charged at the stand¬ 
ard schedule rates? "All, "says 
Geoff Bennett. Ken Nobbs adds, 
"Well, 99. 9999 repeater percent. " 

Livestock rate 


Norfolk Island livestock importers 
put a well-reasoned case to S. P. S. C, 
some time ago that there were 
some anomalies in the schedule 
rates they were paying for import¬ 
ing beasts. Geoff and Ken felt they 
had a point, argued on their behalf \ 
and for certain types of animals a 
fairer rate resulted. It was not a 
special quote or discount, however. 
The schedule was changed for all 
subsequent shipments of .livestock. 

Are there any standard discounts 
offered on freight? "From New 
Zealand, but not from Australia, " 
says Ken. As examples of the New 
Zealand standard discounts, Geoff 
mentioned that a discount is given 
to any importer shipping over 100 
tonnes, and that a standard 5dis¬ 
count is given for cargo that is pack¬ 
ed in pallet form, and can therefore 
be handled more easily. "These dis¬ 
counts are known, and they apply to 
anyone who meets th$,requirements," 
Geoff says. 

The News asked if.this,meant, in 
the case of cargo coming from Aust¬ 
ralia, that any discount-diat was 
available would-be a special dis - 
count, rather than a standard dis¬ 
count. "It’s not available, " Ken 
answered. 

Only one 

Since C.C.C. started serving Nor¬ 
folk, has South Pacific Shipping 
been involved in any discount at all 
from the standard rate for shipping 
any motor car, other than Mr. 
O'Leary's? 

"No, " says Geoff. 

The scheduled rates for motor 
cars fall into five'"unit" sizes. A 
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car under seven cubic metres in vol¬ 
ume is carried for $305. 70; from 
seven to 8. 5 metres, $379.70; from 
8.5 to ten metres, $437.70; from 
ten to 13 metres, $505. 50; and from 
13 to 16 metres, $611. 50. 

Mr. O'Leary's Mercedes is within 
the fourth of those unit sizes, be¬ 
tween ten and 13 metres. He was 
billed $305. 7 0 for freight, which is 
the schedule rate for cars of the 
smallest unit size. 

Last January the Administrator ask- 
S.P.S.C* if a reduced freight rate 
could be made available for him 
in importing a new car. 

The company wrote up through 
channels, passing the request on. 


The letter was headed, " Without 
prejudice". The News asked Geoff 
what he meant by that term, and 
Geoff said "To me, it means we 
are simply passing along a request 
without taking a position on whether 
it should be supported or not. " 

Ken visited Sydney not long after¬ 
ward on other business, and discuss¬ 
ed the request for a reduction in 
freight on Mr. O'Leary's possible car 
with Hetherington Kingsbury. "I 
said as far as I'm concerned, I don't 
think it should be given, " he said. 
"We shouldn’t start jockeying freight 
rates. In my books, no, and in 
Geoff's books, no, " Ken said. 

The request was later forwarded by 


Hetherington Kingsbury to Noumea 
for consideration by C.C.C. 

"We as agents have no authority 
to muck around with freight rates, " 
says Geoff. * "Hetherington Kingsbury 
likewise." 

The News asked if C.C.C. in 
Noumea had spontaneously originat¬ 
ed the idea of offering Mr. O'Leary 
a discount. 

"Negative," Geoff answered. He 
said that the head of C.C.C. was 
noted for keeping extremely close 
control of expenses, and for not 
permitting any outgo that was not 
bare-bones essential to the continued 
profitable operation of the shipping 
line. 


NORFOLK ‘FACTS’: 

A 1975 Australian Government publication Includes a vital 
paragraph describing Nobfork Islam...or was It Lord Howe? 


A KEY REPORT in the formation of 
Australian Government policies con¬ 
cerning Norfolk Island is just plain 
mixed up in its facts about the Isl¬ 
and. 

Titled'"United Nations involve¬ 
ment with Australian Territories", 
the report was prepared as a basic 
reference book by the Senate Stan¬ 
ding Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and Defence and published in 1975. 

At the end of July the editor of 
The News drew the errors in the re¬ 
port to the attention of the Com- 
mitee, at hearings in Sydney. 

The errors about Norfolk appear 
in a short paragraph which - accord¬ 
ing to the report - sets out "facts" 
explaining why Norfolk should not 
be subject to United Nations atten¬ 
tion, reporting or principles. 

Nine mistakes In 
eight sentences 

The paragraph makes nine mis¬ 
statements about the Island in just 
eight sentences. 

Mostly the report dealt with the 
Cocos Islands, but in two para¬ 
graphs it considers Norfolk and 
lays down a recommended policy 
for Australia to follow. 

’Here are die two paragraphs, and 


a description of the errors includ¬ 
ed: 

n Less difficult"? 


"8.14 The position oi Norfolk 
Island in the opinion of this Com¬ 
mittee is less difficult. As out¬ 
lined in Chapter 1, the island was 
used as a penal station until 1856, 
when some 200 descendant of tne 
Bounty mutineers were transferred 
there from Pitcairn Island. From 
1856 it was a settlement under me 
jurisdiction of New South Wales 
although it was neve, incorporated 
as part of the territory of any Aust¬ 
ralian State. In 1913 it was trans¬ 
ferred to the Commonwealtn, and 
is now administered as a separate 
Australian territory under the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1957-1963. The 
Minister for tne Australian Capi¬ 
tal Territory is tne Minister res¬ 
ponsible for the territory. The 
Norfolk Island Council is respon¬ 
sible in tne normal way for muni¬ 
cipal affairs. The population of 
about 1900 is ethnical.y and cul¬ 
turally akin to that of the mainland, 
its economic and social links are 
with Australia, and mere is com¬ 
plete freedom of access between 
the mainland and Norfolk Island. 
Indeed the major industry, tourism, 
is dependent upon such access. 


"8.15 In me Committee's view 
all these factors militate against 
even the possibility of United Na¬ 
tions involvement in Norfolk Island. 
If Norfolk Island were to be placed * 
on me Committee of Twenty-Four's 
list of territories, then every small 
innabited island in the world would 
also have to be placed on that list, 
irrespective of its constitutional 
status or social and cultural situa¬ 
tion. Sucn a step would not be 
justified in any way by the terms 
of Chapter XI or subsequent resolu¬ 
tions, nor is it Ukely. Should any 
such move be suggested, Australia 
should, in me Committee's view, 
express its opposition most strongly. " 

Correct 

understanding 

In the first of those paragraphs, 
numbered 8.14, there are nine 
errors of fact. Seven of these are 
of significant consequence in a 
correct understanding of Norfolk 
Island and its relationship with 
Australia. 

First, there is a significant 
error of omission in me statement 
that the descendants of me Bounty 
mutineers were "transferred" to 
Norfolk Island. Tne fact is that 
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the community of 193 persons on Pit¬ 
cairn Island considered very carefully 
an offer by the British Government, 
and accepted it. The offer was that 
they would be granted all of the land 
and buildings on Norfolk Island, to 
divide as they decided, except for 
some 700 acres of land and a few 
public buildings which were to be 
reserved for the benefit of their whole 
community ratner than being owned 
by any individual. Further, the offer 
was that they would continue to gov¬ 
ern themselves as a separate and dis¬ 
tinct place within the British Empire, 
as they had done on Pitcairn Island, 
making and enforcing their own laws * 
free of interference from any other 
British colony. 

Agre&ant 

The terms of this offer have been 
disputed for six generations since the 
move in 1856. For 121 years thq Pit¬ 
cairn people and their descendants 
on Norfolk have remembered and 
handed down their knowledge of the 
agreement. Repeatedly during tnose 
121 years they have been dazzled 
and deceived by persons of great 
authority in Australia, who have de¬ 
nied that there was any proper basis 
whatever for the Pitcairners' claims. 

Second , paragrapn 8.14 states 
that from 1853 Norfolk Island was 
under the jurisdiction of New South 
wales. This is incorrect. From 
1856 to 1896 there was no official 
connection whatever between Norfolk 
Island and New South Wales. The 
Governor of New Soutn Wales was, 
separately and as an additional respon¬ 
sibility, Governor of Norfolk Island 
as well, his powers in respect of 
Norfolk Island were severely limited 
by Rules and Regulations made by 
Queen Victoria in Council, which 
made Norfolk Island self-governing. 

Third, paragraph 8.14 states tnat 
in 1913 Norfolk was transferred to the 
Commonwealth. This is a minor 
error. The date should be 1914, 

"Responsible In the 
normal way" - !!! 

Fourth, paragraph 8.14 states 
that tne Norfolk Island Council is 
Responsible in the normal way for 
municipal affairs". This is incorrect. 
The Council has no authority to do 
anything but offer advice, which can 
be and not infrequently is ignored by 
Australia. The people of Norfolk 
Island do not in any sense have even 
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a measure of democratic government. 
This was taken from them without 
their consent, over their protests, 
and contrary to the then-still-valid 
Rules and Regulations of tne Queen 
in Council, in 1896. In 1914, Eng¬ 
land's handing-over of administrat¬ 
ive authority for Norfolk to Australia 
was done without the consent of the 
Norfolk Islanders, and over the pro¬ 
tests of many of them. 

Near enough will do 

Fifth, paragraph 8.14 states that 
the population of the Island is about 
1900. In fact there are about 1600, 
of whom some 1, 000 can be con¬ 
sidered permanent residents. This 
error is an odd One. The cprrect 
figure is readily found in Norfolk 
Island Annual Reports. It appears 
tnat this section of the Committee's 
1975 report may have been prepared 
without even rudimentary documen¬ 
tation. , 

Denying that a race 
even exists 

Sixth, paragraph 8.14 states 
that the population of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is ethnically and culturally 
akin to that of the mainland. This 
is incorrect. Less than one-quarter 
of the people of Norfolk were bom 
in Australia. An equal number 
were born in New Zealand. The 
basic population group of the Island 
are the Pitcairn descendant. They 
are a distinct and unique race, whose 
bloodline is a mixture of Polynesian 
and English. For generations they 
were derided bv Australian author¬ 
ities as being half-castes, and their 
culture and their language (which 
they speak today) were scoffed at. 
Under this scoffing the people turn¬ 
ed inward to their own families. 

But their ethnic distinctiveness 
and their culture were preserved 
and protected. 

Ethnically and culturally the 
population of Norfolk Island is in 
some ways akin to that of Pitcairn 
Island. It is not akin to, but very 
different from, that of mainland 
Australia. 

Seventh , paragraph 8.14 states 
that Norfolk's economic and social 
links are with Australia. The im¬ 
plications of this statement are mis¬ 
leading. Economically and socially 
Norfolk Island is to a large extent 
self-contained. It has many and 

September 1977 


valuable economic and social links 
with Australia but equally also with 
New Zealand. Tourism is a great 
economic benefit to Norfolk, but 
the essential Norfolk Island - the 
basic character of the place - is 
not dependent on, of derivative 
from, any other place. 

Unaware of laws 


Eighth , paragraph 8.14 states 
that there is complete freedom of 
access between the mainland and 
Norfolk Island. This is incorrect. 
Norfolk Island has its own immigra¬ 
tion law, its own customs law, its 
own postal system and stamps. Any 
Australian may go to Norfolk with¬ 
out a visa, but after thirty days 
* even a Senator must leave unless Nor 
folk Island grants him a thirty-day 
extension. An Australian may not 
ship his own possessions to Norfolk 
Island without paying Norfolk cus¬ 
toms duty on them. He cannot mail 
a letter in Norfolk Island with an 
Australian stamp. New Zealanders 
have fully as free access to Norfolk 
as Australians do, and that access is 
strictly controlled by Norfolk Island 
law. 

Nearly half Kiwis 

Ninth, paragraph 8.14 states that 
Norfolk* s major industry, tourism, 
is dependent on freedom of access 
from Australia. This is incorrect. 
Norfolk's tourism depends on New 
Zealanders as well as Australians. 

If Australia did not exist, Norfolk 
Island would not only continue to 
enjoy a worthwhile tourist flow from 
New Zealand, but with reasonable 
promotion might bring as many New 
Zealanders to the Island as from both 
Australia and New Zealand now. 

Sorry we missed 
an August Issue 

TRAVEL, research and the time re¬ 
quired to establish the accuracy of 
facts contained in this issue made 
it impossible to produce an August 
issue of The News, and contribut¬ 
ed to the lateness of this issue. 

The publisher apologises to regu¬ 
lar readers of The News, and to 
advertisers. 
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Norfolk 

REMINISCENCES WITH 
AHLEE " SCHMITZ 

THE DAUGHTER of an American 
whaler who came to Norfolk in the 
first whaling period, " Ahlee " is 
now in her mid-eighties. She has 
one of the liveliest memories of any¬ 
one on Norfolk. Many parts of her 
life have been almost unbearably v 
difficult and sad. Yet she shows 
the greatest warmth, love and grace. 
Sometimes the sadnesses can be de¬ 
tected in her eyes but you find that 
on looking again they have changed 
to eyes of courage, strength and de¬ 
termination. Truly she has great 
character and reflects the staunch¬ 
ness and the Christian teachings of 
the Pitcairners. 

Christened Alice Bertha, one of 
five children, " Ahlee '* lived at 
Kingston when she was a child. 

"There were very few houses in up¬ 
per country then. To get to them 
one had to travel in a spring cart or 
buggy or as was the case with most 
people, to walk. " 

"Kingston was just one big happy 
family. We attended school in the 
Officers' Quarters. Quality Row was 
all Pitcairners. At Christmas we had 
one big smorgasbord where everyone 
helped himself to whatever food 
there was. The- Christmas feast was 
set up on the present playing field. 

"Life at Kingston was fun; school 
in the Officers' Barracks was broken 
up by a lovely swim in Slaughter 
Bay during lunchtime. After school 
we went into the valleys to get 
lemons and oranges and guava. 
Everyone farmed and when an ani¬ 
mal was killed it was shared all 
around. On Sundays there was just 
no noise whatsoever. We weren't 
even allowed to go to the beach. 
When someone died people went in¬ 
to mourning for weeks. Everything 
was still. The Seventh Day Advent¬ 
ist, Methodist and Church of England 
were all at Kingston. 

"The early whaling station was at 
Kingston too. They towed the whales 
in at Kingston wharf. Further on to¬ 
wards Slaughter Bay they boiled the 
oil of the whale. I could see the 
men with the whale in the cart. 

Most island men worked in whaling. " 

Ahlee saw the evictions as a 
school girl. 

"When word came that they would 
have to shift from the houses in Qual¬ 
ity Row people just couldn't believe 



do it. My aunt had a basket of rotten 
eggs which she threw at the evictors. 
They carried Mrs. Bataille out on a 
stretcher and took her up country. 

One kid waited 'til dark and then 
set fire to one of the houses. 

"Men worked on farms all over the 
island. There was communal farm - 
ing -1 remember one big one at 
Steeles Point. I remember seeing 
the men carrying the crops on their 
shoulders. " 

Vividly Ahlee remembers the 
time when the neighbour next to her 
grandfather's house (where the Golf 
Club is now) sent her daughter to get 
some water from her grandfather's 
well. She didn't return. Finally, 
her mother sang out, "Where's Abbey? 
She hasn't come with the water. " 
Ahlee's mother went to see about 
her and noticed that the roller on the 
well was gone. The girl had fallen 
90 feet! 

"My mother went down to get her. 
Both got back out of the well. She 
should have had a medal for bravery. 
The doctor told her her lungs had 
been affected by the long dive into 
the well. 

Eight years ago my son Karl was 
fishing on the edge of the island and 
Dan Yager came along. Daniel went 
down - the tide took him out. Karl 
swam out and saved him. A man on 
the cliff saw it all and said Karl 
Schmitz should have a medal for 
bravery. Two years later we were 
invited to Rawson Hall with the Ad¬ 
ministrator and his wife. Karl was 
presented with a medal. The Queen 
had given her consent and a medal 
was pinned on him. I was very proud." 

One fine day while playing in one 
of the valleys after school Ahlee . 
jumped across a fence and fell on a 
stone. Dr. Metcalfe was called in to 
look at her. 

"Well, I’m sorry, ” he said, "she 
has to lie in bed for 12 months. " 

He put a bag of sand on her leg, 


LIVING 

strapped it on and there she stayed 
but it did the trick. 

"He was a lovely person. We all 
loved him." 

At 21, Ahlee left Norfolk Island 
to live on primitive Erromangd, an 
island in the New Hebrides group. 

A handsome and cultured widower 
who had a copra and sandalwood 
plantation had come to Norfolk to 
put his daughter into school. 

"He got very friendly with me and 
asked me to marry him. " 

They were married on Norfolk and 
left the next day for the islands. She 
was very ill at first with a tropical 
fever and dysentery. There were no 
white people there at all but the na*- 
tives made medicines for her and fi¬ 
nally she recovered. 

A little girl was born to Ahlee 
and her husband, Otto. Two years 
later they had another daughter. Tra 
gically, both of them died within one 
week of one another. Ahlee was 
devastated and said she just couldn't 
do anything for four months. 

Ahlee's husband died not more 
than two years after the death of 
their daughters. But she had a lovely 
son and later brought up two others. 
Otto was buried by natives and she 
was left on her own for two years. 

She didn't see a white face, no boats 
called in during that whole time. 

For company she had a tiny native 
infant whose mother had died in 
childbirth. A native woman had 
come running to her shouting what 
to do? What to do? Ahlee . took 
the child in and fed it on cocoanut 
milk. It survived. One night, hear¬ 
ing a knock on the door around mid¬ 
night, with the little child nestled 
up close to her, she got up courage 
to open it. There stood the captain 
of the B. P. boat. 

"We've come to collect you, ” he 
said. 

That night they took her and her 
son, who was four years old (he was 
always with the natives) to another 
plantation and then to Port Vila 
where they stayed until the ship 
cal led in again on its return voyage 
and took them back to Norfolk. 

Later, in the 40's on Norfolk, Ah¬ 
lee lost a son. At age 13 he had come 
running home from school with a nose¬ 
bleed. She took him immediately to 
the hospital at the Melanesian Mission 
to see the doctor. The doctor was 
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not satisfied with his own ability to 
diagnose and told her that there was 
a boat coming in soon and he would 
like the doctor on board to have a 
look at the boy. About this time the 
boy asked to see" Ahlee's brother, 
whom everyone called "Dad". 

"Why do you want to see him?" 
asked" Ahlee 

"Because I want to tell him I love 
him." 

Her brother came to see the boy, 
who said "1 love you Dad!" He died 
immediately afterwards. The doctor 
from the ship believed he had had a 
bad fall sometime earlier in hiMife. 

In commenting on the Mission " Ah¬ 
lee said there was no mixing of the 
natives with the islanders. In fact, 
at first the people were frightened 
of them but later this was not so. The 
Mission supplied clothes to many 
islanders and arranged for people to 
be taken to New Zealand to get their 
teeth fixed free of charge. They did 
many good things. 

"When the Cable Station started up 
men lived in tents at first." " Ahlee " 
was 14 when the station was being 
built. She recalls that she and a 
friend were watching the men who 
were going to work there come ashore. 

"Aren’t they nice looking?" she 
said to a friend. "A pity we aren’t 
a bit older, we'd get invited to a 
dance. " There were about twenty 
or thirty men out there. They had 
good parties and dances and accord¬ 
ing to Ahlee they were a very nice 
class of men. 

"The head man was a nice, father¬ 
ly-type of man. Mr. Bundle was his 
name. He was the Cable Manager. 

He had his wife with him. ..,. 



WITH GROUND MOIST once again 
most gardeners will be busily plant¬ 
ing fruit trees, snrubs and spring 
flowers, 

Gladiola should be planted now 
and perhaps at intervals so as to 
make a longer show. See that the 
corms are clean ™d free from mealy 
bug which has a habit of hiding un¬ 
der any piece of loose fibre or at 
the base of corm. I often dip my 
corms in a weak solution of Ben late 
before planting. Plant corms at 
least four inches deep, work soil 
well. Put a handful of clean sharp 
sand beneath corm — this has a 
dual purpose, firstly, good drain- 
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little 

chat 

with 


HELEN PAYNE 


Leo Schoefield has started a 
real craze for "Ethnicookery" in 
Australia. Both men and women 
are taking cooking courses which 
are quite expensive indeed but 
it's very chic and I guess that 
counts for something in large 
Australian cities. On Norfolk 
we have some of the most deli¬ 
cious ethnic dishes in the South 
Pacific -- Polynesian dishes with 
their own special character. For 
you who aren't familiar with the 
lovely book put out by the Sunshine 
Club, "The Norfolk Island Cook¬ 
ery Book" may we recommend it 
for it contains some of the island's 
treasured recipes. 

Below are three recipes, a 
French soup, a Polish way of pre¬ 
paring cabbage (plentiful now) 
and a Chinese chicken dish to 
help you get in the swing of 


age and, secondly, as a deterent 
to eel worm and any otner enemies 
that attack the young roots of the 
glads. This applies to most corms 
or bulbs. It is very wise to place a 
stake beside the corm before cover¬ 
ing as this way one does not damage 
corm as it' s so easy to do when dri¬ 
ving a stake in after planting* 

Sweet peas also should be planted 
and if you have not a suitable shelter¬ 
ed wall, why not try* Bijou or dwarf 
types in tubs. These are lovely and 
can be replaced with petunias or sim¬ 
ilar when they are over their best. 

Try mixing pink/purple or white/red 
petunias for lovely summer tubs or 
baskets. 

Don°t forget the Show is not all 
that far away so have a look at last 
year's schedule and see what you 
would like to grow for the Show this 
year. 
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"ethnicookery" right here on Nor¬ 
folk. 

POTAGE PAYSANNE - SPINACH SOUP 

2 medium potatoes, peeled and 

sliced 

1 medium onion sliced 
6 cups water 
i lb. fresh spinach 
6 chicken bouillon cubes 

1 teasp. salt 
pepper to taste 

2 tablespoons vinegar 

Dissolve cubes in hot water, add the 
peeled and sliced potatoes and onion. 
Chop spinach - only the green part - 
and fry in a tablespoon of butter till 
limp then add to your broth. Season 
to taste. Simmer for { hour. When 
done strain through a sieve to form a 
creamy green soup. Serve with sliced 
hard boiled egg and a teaspoon of 
cream. This soup should really be 
made with chevil which is sourish so 
we achieve the same thing by adding 
the vinegar. Serves 6 and will keep 
well in fridge. 

Blend if you have a blender instead of 
using sieve. 

CABBAGE POLISH STYLE 
f cabbage 

3 hard cooked eggs, chopped 

2 tablespoons chopped parsley 

3 " butter or margarine 

1/3 cup fine soft bread crumbs 
Toss sliced cabbage in butter and 
add eggs and parsley. Brown butter 
in frypan. add crumbs and stir well 
till browned then spread over cabbage 
and serve immediately. 

CHINESE PINEAPPLE CHICKEN 
2 li lb. frying chickens 

flour and salt 
oil 

1 cup bean sprouts 
1 cup grated fresh pineapple 
1 tomato peeled and sliced 

1 green pepper shredded 

2 teaspoons soy sauce 

i cup shredded almonds (optional) 

1 large onion or two leeks chopped 

2 cloves crushed garlic 

Split chickens in halves and rub with 
flour and salt. Cook in oil until 
brown and tender. Remove from fry¬ 
ing pan and keep warm whilst pre¬ 
paring sauce. Add onion and garlic 
to frying pan and toss till lightly 
fried (not brown) then add beaten 
sprouts, pineapple, tomato, green 
pepper and soy sauce - mix well and 
pour over chicken (may need a little 
bit of cornflour to thicken the sauce.) 
Sprinkle with shredded almonds and 
serve on hot rice. Serves six. 
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WHEN I FIRST sat down to think 
what had happened here on Norfolk 
social-wise over the last few weeks, 

I thought it had been a fairly quiet 
time, but in actual fact, it has been 
a busy and interesting month. Let me 
tell you about a few of the functions 
that have been held. 

New playcentre 

A most attractive building which 
nestles into its surroundings has just 
been completed next to the banyan 
tree on the Middle gate comer. The 
building is the new Playcentre and 
Clubrooms of the N.I. Wives and 
Mothers Club. It is hard to believe 
that the project towards which the 
Club has been working over the past 
nine years has at last come to frui¬ 
tion. The building consists of a 
large hall area which looks out 
through large glass doors on to the 
back garden - the children's play 
area, a gay bright kitchen, a large 
storage room with double doors open¬ 
ing outside. There is also a large 
storage cupboard inside the hall 
which forms a hallway to the toilets. 
The hall itself is lined with Norfolk 
pine to about 5* high and then the 
walls are painted a pale yellow. The 
floor has been sanded and varnished. 
The outside cladding is also Norfolk 
pine, stained, with democrastic roof 
tiles. All in all the Club members 
are very proud indeed and most appre¬ 
ciative to all who have helped in 
various ways over the years to make 
this community service possible. 

Opening Sept. 10th 

The members are now looking for¬ 
ward to the ’'big move” which will 
take place during the holidays so 
that everything has been put in 
place in time for the Official Open¬ 
ing which will take place on Sa tur¬ 
day, 10th September, at 2. 30 p.m. 

I'll tell you more about that next 
month. 


Now that the building has been 
erected the Club is busy raising funds 
to equip the inside and provide out¬ 
door playing equipment for the child¬ 
ren. A group of members and their 
husbands had a great time on a very 
wet Friday night recently conducting 
a pig-in-the-barrow raffle and des¬ 
pite the weather the raffle raised 
approximately $650. Another fund¬ 
raiser being sponsored by the Wives 
and Mothers Club is the Baby Photo 
Competition which was the "brain¬ 
wave" of Ronda Gardner. Ronda 
arranged for Paul Christian to take 
photos of the babies in the 6 months 
to 2 years age group and would you 
believe there were thirty. The 
photos are displayed on a large board 
at the Commonwealth Bank and the 
idea is to choose the photo which 
the viewer finds most appealing and 
then place a donation in the appro¬ 
priately numbered box. The idea is 
that the baby whose photo raises the 
most money will be the winner and 
will be announced on September 26th. 
A great idea, Ronda, and it's quite a 
difficult task to work out who all the 
babies are. 


Great Leagues night 

Another club which has been busy 
conducting its popular Grand Final 
raffle over the last few weeks is the 
Leagues Club. The purchase of a 
ticket entitled the holder and a part¬ 
ner to attend the Final Draw and 
Prawn Night which was held at Raw- 
son Hall on Saturday, 27th August. 
The hall had been tastefully decora¬ 
ted for the occasion with palm leaves, 
paper fowers and soft coloured lights. 
Allan Dyer was Master of Ceremonies 
and the lively music played by the 
Lantana Group enticed people on to 
the dance floor. 9. 30 out came the 
prawns! (or chicken for those who 
didn't like prawns). For the next 
half hour or so fingers and mouths 
were flying! There was certainly 
plenty for everyone. Then everyone 
waited expectantly as they noticed 


the activity on the stage - soon all 
would know who had won the trip to 
Sydney which included two weeks 
accommodation at Travelodge, plus 
$250 spending money, or $1, 000 in 
cash. Mrs, O'Leary, wife of the 
Administrator, drew the numbered 
marbles out of the barrel and, low 
and behold, past President of the 
Leagues Club, Allan (Kissard) Buffett, 
was announced the winner. How 
marvellous for he and Dianne! 

Nice consolation! 

They weren't present at the function 
as their two kiddies had come down 
with the measles, but understand 
that they have decided to take the 
cash. Winners of the consolation 
prizes were: 

$100 to Bob Richards; 

$75 to Liz Sherwin; and 
$50 to Bill Crombie. 

President of the Leagues Club, Ke¬ 
vin Williams, thanked all those who 
had supported the raffle and who had 
helped with the preparations for 
that night. He also paid tribute to 
Culla Graham who had sold some 
200 tickets of the total 350 - -a 
marvellous effort on Culla’s part. 
After the formalities were over, 
everyone danced non-stop till the 
end of the evening. 

100 at reunion 


Must tell you about another "fun" 
night that was held during the month - 
a School Reunion was organized by 
John (Beef) Buffett and Eddie Hooker 
for those pupils who attended the 
school here on Norfolk between the 
years 1956 and 1964. I believe about 
100 attended the dinner that was held 
out at Branka House. What a night 
it must have been - much fun and 
laughter as pranks and incidents 
were recalled. Miss Fay Bataille 
was guest of honour. The present 
headmaster, Ian McCowan, and 
his wife Prim were also joining 
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In the fun as was ex-teacher Noel- 
eoe Holden who was holidaying on 
Norfolk with her husband. I bet 
everyone was pleased that Beef 
and Mutt Mutt had arranged the' 
evening - although not quite so y V . 
glad next morning! 4 • y 

Best since last year 

On the Wednesday, August 17th, 
of Education Week, there was the 
School Concert at Raw son hall. 

Usually at this time of the year, s 
it's the Infants and Year 3 child¬ 
ren who are the performers. But 
for a bit of change, it was decided 
that classes Year 4 to Year 9 should 
provide the entertainment. And 
it was a very enjoyable programme! 
Quite the best concert I've seen (at 
least since last year)! 

I'm sure everyone in the audience 
appreciated the tremendous amount 
of time and effort that the teachers 
and children put into their own 
class production. It would be imposs¬ 
ible here to comment on each of the 
acts and do them justice. But as one 
of the audience, I was most impress¬ 
ed with the confidence and enthus¬ 
iasm of the actors. They made a 
real effort to speak out clearly; (the 
only disappointment was the sound 
arrangements could have been better - 
but the accoustics in Rawson Hall do 
leave a lot to be desired.) 

Variety of plays 

The choice of plays, I thought, 
was great! Variety and somethiag 
for everyone - from "Captain Noah 
& His Floating Zoo", a most am¬ 
bitious' play by Mrs. South’s Year 4 
with so many tunes and words to 
learn (Biblical): *7.1* > Barbara*’ 
(variation from mauian wignts); 

The Australian Hairy Story of 
Cinderella (hysterical - very cle¬ 
ver script - with a bunch of real 
“Aussie bushwhackers" in the cast); 
"Carstairs die Gentleman Convict" 

(a glimpse of Norfolk’s ghastly past); 
"The Bunyip from Anson Bay" (with 
a moral for the youth of ‘77 to re¬ 
spect their eiders); and two comic 
skits - "Meet the. Doctor" (the joys 
of a doctor's job?) and “Council 
Clean Up" (depicting a situation 
which could arise in every home 
around Spring cleaning time!) 

A most enjoyable programme. 

The choir conducted and trained 
by Malcolm Sandstrom gave an 
excellent performance - their die - 
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tion and timing was fabulous. 

Besides all the work put into the 
concert, there was also "Open Night" 
at the school on Thursday, August 
18th -- an evening when the public 
can have a look at the work of the 
school children, and parents can have 
a chat to teachers. 

The Inf ants’ classrooms were a mass 
of colour and interesting equipment, - 
it never erases to amaze me how much 
those littlies can learn in those first 
few years at school. It was not possi¬ 
ble to get to each classroom, by the 
time we saw the work of our own 
children and spoke with their teachers. 
The "Open Night" is an excellent 
opportunity for parents to see how and 
what their children are doing, and 
even for parents, there is always 
something new to leam up there at 
N.I. Central School. 

Hypnotising! 

Recently, it was brought to the 
notice of the Committee of the Wives 
and Mothers Club that Mrs. Phillips - 
a "hypnotist" was visiting the Island. 

An evening was arranged for Mrs. 
Phillips to tell all those interested of 
her job and experiences. Apparently 
Mrs. Phillips had been a sufferer of 
migraine, and unable to get relief 
she searched for a "cure" or "control" 
of her problem, and discovered hyp¬ 
notism. Now she and her son have 
their own patients and are able to 
help people with such diverse prob¬ 
lems as smoking, headaches and per¬ 
sistent nightmares. According to the 
people who heard Mrs. Phillips speak, 
they could have listened to her all 
night. 


Men uplifted 


A few stray gentlemen caused 
quite a bit of hilarity when Mrs. 
Phillips showed four ladies how they 
could lift a man (seated on a chair) 
right off the ground, using only 
their index fingers. The power of pos¬ 
itive thinking? Vfliatever it is - it 
WORKS! ! 


Slept right through 

Our N.I. Government dentist, Mr. 
Eric Williams, I believe, has an in¬ 
terest in hypnotism, too. But it seems 
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he’s so gentle, that he doesn’t need 
to even think about hypnotism. Young 
Martin Snell - a Kinder, kid - had to 
go to Mr. Williams for a dental check, 
and during the examination, Martin 
yawned* so Mr. Williams suggested 
he go to sleep. Martin's mum told 
me that she was called in - after the 
filling had been done - to see Mar¬ 
tin sound asleep, with his mouth con¬ 
veniently open. Now what better 
recommendation for a gentle dentist! 

School hols on 


The school holidays have be¬ 
gun - thank goodness, I say! 

There have been many, many 
children sick with measles, chick¬ 
en pox and mumps over the past 
months, so these holidays will be 
an opportunity to catch up on 
some rest and be ready for a happy 
and healthy Term 3. 


Cubs In Bean Shed 


Visiting over the next week is 
a group of 55 Cubs from N. S. W, 
Aged between 8 and 11, the Cubs 
are camping in the Scout Hall and 
Bean Shed. A busy itinerary has 
been arranged, which involves vis¬ 
iting and local Cubs and Scouts. 
Our local boys could well learn 
something new about their home, 
too, with nature walks, history 
tours and boat trips which have 
been organized. There will also 
be a chance to learn from indivi¬ 
dual Cubs who are to be invited 
to local homes. 


Once didn't hurt 

Had to chuckle while reading 
through the itinerary - (maybe it's 
my funny sense of humour!) - but 
on Thursday at 4 p.m. there’s to 
be a "Wash and Clean Up" (before 
visiting Government House). 

That’s the only mention of that 
sort of activity - quite to the de¬ 
light of most young boys, surely! 


Cheerio! - 7 - 
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AGENCIES LTD 


MARTIN’S 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

JERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON &. CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS . .. FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES .'. 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 



If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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